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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Grow Old Along with Ме 


Happy Pride Weekend! The month-long celebration of Pride in the 
Twin Cities is hitting its peak this weekend. I can't wait to get out there 
and see everyone at one of the many events listed in this issue. Though 
there are many reasons for tension in our lives in recent days and months 
considering the horror in Charleston, the open discussions regarding 
Caitlyn Jenner and transgender persons, and the decision from the Su- 
preme Court of the United States regarding marriage in the bounds, we 
can also come together and celebrate what is good. Together, we can. 
Together, we must. 

I always have a long-lasting afterglow following each of our Pride is- 
sues. Because the Pride issue is what our magazine would look like if 
advertisers chose to be in the magazine all year round, we get to include 
pretty much all of the editorial topics in one publication. Sure, there is 
special Pride-specific content, but most of it is what we already include... 
just more of it and all in one place. With more coverage comes more of 
the diversity that is within the community. 

One of the areas of diversity in this community that is less often 
seen is the senior contingency. As people get older, they are less vis- 
ible. Whether it’s because of retirement, or lack of ease in travel, or sim- 
ply wanting to stay put, the demographic group of seniors tends to fade 
away. We're trying to buck that trend in these Senior Living issues and 
pull people more to the fore. 

I sometimes get guff for asking people if they'd like to be a part of one 
of our senior issues...because, guess what, people don’t necessarily like 
to be considered elderly. Big shock there. Again, mea culpa. Now that 
the National Senior Games lists “senior” as being 50+, I’m not going to 
be nearly as sheepish about it. Wear your years proudly. You deserve to. 
And, when I see articles about who else is joining the 50+ club this year, 
your company includes the Hollywood Brat Pack members like Sarah 
Jessica Parker, Charlie Sheen, and Robert Downey Jr. Fifty is not old. 
Fifty is still mid-stride. Some of the people in that Brat Pack crowd lived 
a hard life for a while there and I wouldn’t have guessed that they would 
make it to 50; considering that they could have another almost-half life 
left on this earth, it’s mind-boggling. 

What's also mind-boggling is how I often hear that a gay man’s life is 
over at 30. That is complete bullshit and we all know it. What we need to 
embrace are the renaissances of our lives. We will be reborn a number 
of times. Add a person. Subtract a person. Change careers. Join a club. 
Start working out. See faraway lands. Get a pet. Sell your car. Start pro- 
testing. Run for office. Play sports again. 

The 2015 National Senior Games are in town this July. If that isn’t 
one big advertisement for life after 50, I don’t know what is. In the piece 


about the Games later in the issue, Jan Furuli talks about how she was 
slowing down and that was unacceptable to her, so she stopped it. She 
started playing sports again and improved her quality of life in a number 
of ways. Also proof of life after 50 is Lily Tomlin. Lily’s in town. She’s on 
our cover. She'll be on stage at Orchestra Hall. She's proof that it gets 
better. No, we can’t all be Lily Tomlin, but we can look to her as an ex- 
ample of what life can look like as we age past 50. A recent marriage, a hit 
show, and more on the horizon, Lily is in a renaissance with her humor 
intact and I am so grateful for it. 

When I think of what my future will be like, I hope it’s more like Lily’s 
or Jan’s lives. I want to get up every morning with a role and a reason, 
I want to be engaged and working. I don’t want to fear how everything 
in my life might change as I get older. Reading about “How Can I Afford 
Senior Living?” later in this issue was eye-opening for me. As someone 
who is single and aging out of the time when I might have my own kids, 
my future might only involve myself. I’m not unique; there are many of 
us who might be hoping that our nieces and nephews don’t forget us as 
we move into senior communities in 20-30 years. It is a less-frightening 
prospect the more we know. But, before then, to walk that path with our 
parents will be eye-opening as well. Though mine came home one day 
with an announcement that should've had a big bow on it (“We now have 
long-term care insurance! You're welcome!”), there will be much to learn 
in the years ahead. Our parents never stop teaching us; if we're fortunate 
to still have them in our lives, it's up to us to take notice. 

It’s also up to us to be there for each other. My age group is moving 
from the time when we lose our grandparents to the time when we lose 
our parents. Then, we'll lose each other. The more diverse in age my 
friends are, the more life and loss there is for me to experience with 
them. Life and loss...and love. Never forget the love. 

With you, with thanks, and with love, 

Andy ш 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Tudor Thoughts: 
Once-Upon-a-Time is Now 


I was recently caught up in PBS's 6-part production of Wolf Hall. 
Created from Hilary Mantel's novels, it dramatizes Thomas Cromwell’s 
climb from abused urchin to adviser to Henry VIII, and follows Crom- 
well as he negotiates the annulment of Henry’s first marriage, his sub- 
sequent marriage to Anne Boleyn, and Anne’s undoing. After Boelyn’s 
beheading, the series ends as Henry embraces Cromwell, unaware of 
the latter’s thousand-yard stare over his shoulder. 

Henry VIII wanted it all: he brushed aside the Pope to become Su- 
preme Head of the Church of England and launched the Reformation 
to possess Boleyn. Heresy, treason, and lost usefulness were all capital 
crimes for Henry, but their definition changed at his whim; three months 
after receiving an earldom, Cromwell’s own neck was on the block. 

All this was all a good five centuries ago, and now makes good the- 
ater, but I realized that the five-hundred-year gap isn’t so vast. Half-vast, 
at best. We've advanced hugely in hygiene, safe childbirth, disease pre- 
vention and treatment, but less so in the areas of religious and non-re- 
ligious tolerance of others and of general kindliness toward each other. 


Granted, no one in this country today can be executed for heresy 
(^wrong" or “no” beliefs), but we have vocal religious factions — some 
of whom are also at odds — asserting that their dogma alone should be 
made America’s religion, denying that our founders stated clearly that ev- 
eryone should be free to worship or not as they choose. Arizona has pro- 
duced both politician Sylvia Allen whose bill requires mandatory church 
attendance and pastor Steven Anderson who would exterminate all gays. 

Tudor England had to bend to every passing whim of Henry’s chang- 
ing mind; one day death for believing in transubstantiation, another day 
for not; always death for an atheist. 

I’m not preaching, but reminding that we as American citizens have 
something rare and precious in our religious freedom, cautioning that it 
can, as in other parts of the world, be lost. Belief, however fervent and 
fanatical, does not (yet) grant a license to torture and kill those not of 
one’s belief, nor does unbelief mean an individual has no moral compass. 
Awe and wonder come in many forms, in the soaring vault of a nave and 
the far ranges of the Hubble telescope. ш 
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ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Apu Trilogy. Photo courtesy of Janus Film 


APU TRILOGY 

July 10-16 

Lagoon Cinema, 1320 Lagoon Ave., Mpls. 
612-823-3020 
www.landmarktheatres.com 


The Citizen Kane of Indian cinema, the Apu Trilogy, returns 
in a new restoration that's been cheered about everywhere. 
Satyajit Ray's milestone may not compute with fans of Bollywood 
as it is starkly realistic. It's the embodiment of what's called Par- 
allel Cinema, an Indian movement that repudiated the song and 
dance indoctrination of Bollywood. PC took on serious issues of 
poverty, human struggle, and politics. 

The 1950s award-laden trilogy tells the story of Apu (Apurba 
Kumar Roy), a Bengal male, from his childhood to early man- 
hood. Iconic directors, American John Huston and French- 
man Jean Renoir, were champions of this work that had more 
obstacles thrown at it than a ship in a storm. But Apu was made 
and took its place in history. 


INTERNATIONAL POP 

Through Aug. 29 

Walker Art Center, 1750 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 
612-375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


Every few years the Walker Art Center brings us a jaw- 


droppingly amazing exhibit. The 
current International Pop is such 
a one. Today, whether we are con- 
scious of it or not, the pop culture 
we see is international, mirroring 
the global economy that was ush- 
ered into this country economi- 
cally during the Clinton-Gingrich 
era. However, before that time, 
pop cultures had been emerg- 
ing independently in different 
parts of the world, even behind 
the anti-capitalist Iron Curtain. 
This emergence is reflected in an 
explosively colorful exhibit you 
must not miss. 

Curators Darsie Alexander 
and Bartholomew Ryan bring us 
vibrantly powerful images and 
groupings of images, including 
film, ranging from the 1950s to 
the early 1970s, from various parts 
of the world including the United 
States, West Germany, the United 
Kingdom, Japan, Eastern Europe, 


and Brazil. 

The conceptual range is 
notable, including seemingly mun- 
dane representations of objects 
like Robert Watts's TV Din- 
ner; David Hockney's androgy- 
nous The Room, Tarzana; the 
sumptuously heretical The 
Western, Christian Civilization by 
Leon Ferrari, which consists of a 
crucifix attached to a fighter jet. 
The Argentinian conceptual artist 
reminds us of the religious con- 
notations of the Vietnam War as 
against the “godless communists”. 
And, though there are legitimate 
arguments over the legitimacy of 
gay reproducer Andy Warhol be- 
ing a legitimate artist, his Sixteen 
Jackies of Jacqueline Kennedy 
right after JFK’s assassination are 
breathtaking. 

Patriotism is subtly questioned 
in gay painter Jasper Johns’s 
Flags. Communism is subtly 
questioned in Thomas Bayrle’s 
electronic piece Mao. Renegade 
female sexuality is audaciously 
evoked in works by Slovakian 
mixed media artist, Jana Zelib- 
ska. Audacious, because her 
works at the Walker hail from 
mid-1960s communist Czechoslo- 
vakia, where censorship ruled. 
Moreover, it’s not the male gaze, 
obviously, but we experience a 
female gaze on women in intimate, 
unclothed, and partially clothed 
positions. She created these allur- 
ing works at profound personal 
risk. 


MARY POPPINS 
Extended through Aug. 29 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
501 W. 78th St., Chanhassen 
952-934-1525 
www.chanhassentheatres. 
com 


Since its world premiere 
11 years ago, the stage version of 
Mary Poppins has gotten rightful 
credit for attempting to attune 
to its fiction origins authored 
by writer PL. Travers. The 1964 
blockbuster film, which is still on 
the 25 most profitable films ever 
list when adjusted for inflation, is 
derided by some for being sappy. 
That said, the film still retains 
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SPOTLIGHT 


some of Travers' social consciousness that continues to wear 
well. Therefore, Julian Fellowes who wrote the musical book was 
the ideal choice to compromise between Disney and Travers 
(both of whom are long dead). Fellowes is, after all, arguably the 
greatest living period screen and television writer (Gosford Park, 
Downton Abbey). And right or wrong, like it or not, the classic 
film version nominated for 13 Oscars and winning five is to be 
reckoned with and is clearly beloved. 

What sets the Chanhassen Dinner Theatres’ offering up as a 
truly marvelous production that can hold its own with Robert 
Stevenson's film is at root two things: Michael Brindisi's direc- 
tion and Ann Michels’ title role performance. Brindisi is renown 
for his comedic flair in musicals, but comedy doesn't have the 
zing that makes a show revelatory unless there is a serious 
understanding of the script. Brindisi mines this with emotional 
power while enlivening the zest. 

In the film, David Tomlinson and Glynis Johns are gloriously 
daffy as parents, George and Winifred Banks. But the stage ver- 
sion cuts deeper with the same circumstances. At Chan, Keith 
Rice and Janet Hayes Trow viscerally reveal the inner terror 
of two parents with two children dependent on them, threatened 
with financial ruin. In the musical the stakes feel much more 
dire. Some will find the musical’s attitude about the nuclear fam- 
ily trite, but given the time and limitations of the time and place, 
I find it legitimate and poignant. Sue Berger’s evocative lighting 
matches Rice and Hayes Trow’s deeply felt, starkly realistic 
moments. 

Though I have been an ardent Julie Andrews zealot continu- 
ously for the past 50 years since I first saw the film at age five, I 
still adore Michels’ Mary. Fellowes gives us sterner stuff in the 
woman, there’s a bit of a “tough love” edge that registers with 
contemporary common sense. Michels embodies that with a 
palpable sense of underlying empathy. The actress herself is a 
stately vision out of a bit over a century ago. That said, the entire 
production evokes that — Rich Hamson’s costumes in particular. 

First-rate music director Andrew Cooke demonstrates how 
the 21st century tunes by George Stiles and Anthony Drewe 
can meld with the Sherman Brothers’ supercalifragilistic 1960s 
classics. Tamara Kangas Erickson’s choreography captures 
the Poppins spirit. Michelle Barber as an elderly street woman 
touchingly renders the tune “Feed the Birds”. 


Wiese-Thompson shares, 
“I think Dolly's a progressive 
feminist, though it’s not really a 
conscious ideal, it’s out of neces- 
sity. She does what she needs to 
do to survive while making sure 
everyone around is thriving as 
well. There’s not a selfish bone 
in her. She’s full of hope and joy 
and absolutely believes that her 
‘arranging’ of things will make the 
world a better place.” 


THE MATCHMAKER 

July 9-26 

Park Square Theatre's Boss Stage, 20 W. 7th PI., St. Paul 
651-291-7005 

www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Gay playwright Thornton Wilder’s The Matchmaker, origi- 
nally directed on Broadway by Tyrone Guthrie in 1955, gives us 
one of the most dynamic female protagonists in all of comedy, 
Dolly Levi. Most people know her from gay musical wizard Jerry 
Herman’s stage musical adaptation, Hello Dolly! So if you are a 
fan of the musical, then you are bound to find the original source 
something like meeting an old friend in a new context. 

At Park Square, the indomitable Karen Wiese-Thompson plays 
the coveted role for Girl Friday Productions in the new Andy Boss 
space. Wiese-Thompson has long been one of the Twin Cities’ top 
comic actresses and audiences love her. But though she’s natu- 
rally funny, she always gets beneath the surface. 


ONCE 

June 23-28 

State Theatre 

805 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 
800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust. 
org 


The Matchmaker. Photo by Robert Fleischman 


Once is significant in three no- 
table ways. 1) Itis one of the most 
successful adaptations of a film 
into a stage musical ever. 2) It 
uniquely retains its intimate nature 
even in big spaces like the State 
Theatre. 3) All the actors are part 
of the band and the vocals. 

Ensemble actress at the State, 
Erica Spyres, adds, “Once is a 
beautiful love story because it's 
a story about real love and the 
struggle associated with that. It’s 
not pretty, it’s not simple, but it’s 
truthful and that has its own real 
beauty. And it’s not just about 
a guy-girl love story; it’s about 
everyone sacrificing something for 
someone else’s benefit.” ш 
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U.S. Bank knows that the strongest communities are diverse 
and inclusive. We are dedicated to supporting the organizations, 


businesses, and individuals who work to create a bright future for all. 


Proud to support the LGBT community. 


usbank 


2015 | for LGBT Equality 
100% CORPORATE EQUALITY INDEX 


Member FDIC 
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Choir Boy. Photo by Heidi Bohnenkamp 


THE GUIHRIES 


CHOIR BOY 


EXAMINES HOMOPHOBIA 
IN AN AFRICAN AMERICAN 
PREP SCHOOL 


Thirty-four-year-old Tarell 
Alvin McCraney has been 
hailed by media powers as 
the best gay playwright to 
emerge since Tony Kushner. 
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The Brother/Sister Plays trilogy 
set in Louisiana was his first 
big splash, of which Pillsbury 
House Theatre and the Mount 
Curve Company produced 


area premieres at the Guthrie's 
Dowling Studio. 

This time around the Guth- 
rie Theater itself is producing 
a McCraney play: his 2012 


sensation, Choir Boy. This 
play with music has scored 
with critics and audiences 
in London, New York, and 
Washington. 
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CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES pa. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


* Family/Divorce/Custody 

* Injuries/Auto Accidents 

* Second/Step Parent Adoption 
* Wills & Trusts 

* Domestic Partnerships/Dissolution 
* Probate 

* Prenuptial Agreements 

* Business Law 

* Sperm/Egg Donor Agreements 
* Employment Law 

* Gay Marriage Advice 

* Bankruptcy 

Convenient Downtown 


А Elizabeth Cloutier 
Skyway Connected Offices 


PFLAG Member 


612.332.5100 


www.cloutier-law.com 
1005 Historic Lumber Exchange Building 
10 S. 5th St. Minneapolis, MN 55402 


FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


MINNESOTA 
LEANING 
LEFT... 


Listen at 
AM950radio.com 
or on our App 


PHOTOS Hicks: Greg Helgeson 


MINNESOTA 5 


* ORCHESTRA 


SOMMERFEST 


L$ $$$ 


SARAH HICKS, conductor 


Singin’ in the Rain - Film 
with the Minnesota Orchestra 
Thu Jul 9 Мат / Fri Jul 10 8pm 


Sarah Hicks, conductor 


Short of dancing down a rain-splattered street, there's no better way to 

re-capture the magic of this classic MGM musical than to see it on a big screen with 
a live orchestra performing the timeless soundtrack including Make 'Em Laugh, 
Good Morning and of course the unforgettable title tune. What a glorious feelin'! 


INSIDE THE CLASSICS 


Rachmaninoff's Symphonic Dances 
Sat Jul 11 Өрт 


Sarah Hicks, conductor / Sam Bergman, violist-host 


ALL 
TICKETS 


$29 


Intrigued by classical music? Join Sam and Sarah as they explore Rachmaninoff's 
Symphonic Dances in the first half of the program, with a complete performance of 
the work after intermission. Distanced from his beloved Russia by the Revolution, 
learn why Rachmaninoff’s final work—often called his most romantic—is 
considered the capstone of his career. 


minnesotaorchestra.org/sommerfest 


612.371.5656 86 Orchestra Hall 


bank. Media Partner: Ж Starlribune 


Singin’: Used with permission of The Gene Kelly Image Trust Presented by: 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


Choir Boy. Photo by Heidi Bohnenkamp 


The setting is an elite 
African American boys prep 
school where McCraney sets 
up an ideal situation to explore 
homophobia in the black 
community. The Charles R. 
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Drew Prep School for Boys 
instills timeless values and has 
an esteemed choir celebrated 
for its beautiful voices. It's the 
school's pride and joy. 

When the headmaster 


picks the feminine and flam- 
boyant Pharus Jonathan Young 
to lead the school's choir 

of boys who primarily iden- 

tify as straight, it affronts the 
masculine young egos of other 


choristers. Moreover, since 
Young will lead the school's 
landmark 50th anniversary 
ceremonies, the jealousy be- 
comes palpable. This triggers 
ugly personal and homophobic 
reactions, as well as contro- 
versy around the spirituals the 
boys rehearse and sing. 

John-Michael Lyles plays 
the lead role. He describes 
that “Pharus Jonathan Young 
has a voracious flair for music 
and an invincible femininity, 
which both prove to be a con- 
flict of interest as he struggles 
to navigate the heteronorma- 
tive and religiously founded 
Charles R. Drew Prep School 
for Boys. Swimming upstream 
for the tottering promise of 
friendship and love, he is made 
to question whether there's 
anything worth fighting for 
at all in this inspired coming 
of age story of a queer boy 
sangin' in a choir!" 

Directing this play with mu- 
Sic is one of the best hands at 
musical theater around: Peter 
Rothstein. He says, "The play's 
hero is a young gay teenager 
who is confronting his own 
sexuality and confronting a 
homophobic institution. I came 
out of the closet more than two 
decades ago; the world is very 
different now, but in many 
ways the personal coming out 
process is much the same. The 
play juxtaposes this coming 
out/coming of age story with 
African American spirituals. 
'The particular intersection of 
sexuality, religion, music, and 
history is a dynamic I've never 
staged before." 


CHOIR BOY 

Through July 5 

Guthrie Theater's Dowling Studio, 
818 S. 2nd St., Mpls. 
612-377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


pr KAUR ANDANDO ACRI 
VISTTOURBOOTH YOU CAN'T TAKE 
Mj IT WITH YOU. 


CHECK OUT 


OUR SELECTION OF 


AT PRIDE! 


Also available online and 
at select store locations. 


BLOOMINGTON - BURNSVILLE 
COON RAPIDS:ST PAUL 
ST LOUIS PARK: FRIDLEY 
LAKEVILLE: CRYSTAL 


JUNE 16-28 


SEE BOTH SHOWS AND DOUBLE YOUR SUMMER FUN FOR ONLY $249* «res $439) 


* Includes a pair of price 2 tickets to each production, free parking and one complimentary drink per person. 
Not valid on previous purchases or with other offers. 


USE CODE: SUMMERFUN | ORDWAY.ORG | 651.224.4222 
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CLUBS & MUSIC | BY SHANE LUECK 


Kevin "Kaoz" Moore. Photo by David Rubedor 


KEVIN 


Out gay hip hop artist 
Kevin “Kaoz” Moore's latest 
album began as an EP but 
grew in light of personal and 
environmental challenges, 
notably the increased publicity 
around police brutality and the 
emergence of the Black Lives 
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КАО MOORE: 


LEAVING A LEGACY THROUGH MUSIC 


Matter movement. The al- 
bum, The End is Beginning, was 
released June 9 and is meant 
to serve as a wake up call to 
social ills as well as a celebra- 
tion of victory over a physical 
illness that threatened to halt 
the completion of the project 


and Kaoz's career. 

For Kaoz, getting to this 
point has been a slow crawl 
into the Twin Cities hip hop 
scene. The Cleveland native 
began his artistic career 
appearing in countless plays, 
community theater projects, 


independent films, and writing 
competitions. As grand poetry 
slam champion of his city, 
Kaoz represented Cleveland 
at the National Slam competi- 
tions two years in a row. He 
began his career in Minne- 
apolis as a spoken word artist 
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How Lovo 
Do WE 
LEAVE THE 
FM oN ? 


all day. 


100.7 Fm + 104.5 FM 


= + Real College Radio + = 


GLBT Yellow Pages & 
Wedding Resource Guide 


LavenderYellowPages.com 


ALERUS 


WE WANT YOU TO FEEL 
RIGHT AT HOME 
WITH YOUR MORTGAGE. 


PAT GLEASON BOB AUSTIN 


NMLS 459439 NMLS 400546 
952.847.9834 952.417.8456 
PAT.GLEASON@ALERUS.COM BOB.AUSTIN@ALERUS.COM 


APPLY ONLINE: 
GLEASONAUSTINGROUP.COM 


aa у 


* 


THEATRE 


JULY 28 - AUGUST 2 - ORPHEUM 
IN PERSON: State Theatre Box Office (no service fees) By PHONE: 800.982.2707 
оним: HennepinTheatreTrust.org cnours w- sive 612.373.5665 


PRESENTED BY 
BROADWAY ),— ACROSS AMERICA HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST FINANCIAL: 
MINNEAPOLIS ORPHEUM * STATE ж PANTAGES # NEW CENTURY 


А 
(4 THRIVENT 
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CLUBS & MUSIC 


Kevin "Kaoz" Moore. Photo by David Rubedor 


performing at places like the 
Blue Nile and the P2P stage 
at Twin Cities Pride. After 
2010 and a meeting with local 
spoken word and hip hop phe- 
nom Guante, Kaoz began to 
perform hip hop as part of the 
collective for Hip Hop Against 
Homophobia. This group 
included Kaoz, Guante, See 
More Perspective and trans- 
identified rapper Heidi Barton 
Stink (who later has been 
featured on the album Kaoz 
Presents: Real Talk MPLS) and 
Kaoz has been pretty active in 
the scene ever since. 

Flash forward five years 
and Kaoz is releasing The End 
is Beginning, a fifteen-song 
album which was meant to be 
a six- or seven-song project, 
but as time went on things 
changed, especially this past 
year. “In August I dealt with 
a bad police harassment situ- 


ation which came at the very 
top of me becoming afflicted 
with Bell's palsy," Kaoz says. 

Bell’s palsy, also called id- 
iopathic facial paralysis, is a 
paralysis or weakness of the 
muscles on one side of the 
face. This condition comes on 
suddenly, often overnight, and 
usually gets better on its own 
within a few weeks. In the case 
of Kaoz, it affected his speech 
and ability to perform, so after 
canceling all of his gigs for the 
remainder of the summer, he 
dealt with it head on, recover- 
ing within two months. Howev- 
er by then, the world became 
aware of Michael Brown and 
Eric Garner, and the U.S. De- 
partment of Justice declared 
Kaoz's hometown police force 
in need of an overhaul. 

“I decided that I needed to 
take this creative opportunity 
to not only speak from the 


standpoint of a gay black man 
(which I have in all my recent 
projects)," Kaoz says, “but 
mainly to speak as a black man. 
I wear this every day as I step 
into the world, and as much 
strength as it gives me, it 
makes me a target. Instead of 
being self-indulgent, I had to 
speak for my people." 

То anyone that hears Kaoz 
speak or listens to his music, 
it's clear that he is outspoken 
about a variety of causes. 
Among them, he lists trans 
rights and visibility, poverty, 
educational reform, interper- 
sonal relationships, sex, fetish- 
ism, oppression, self-love, and 
he says “I could go on. They 
all influence my music. The 
theme of equality goes all 
through the current project, 
though." 

As passionate as Kaoz is 
about equality and self-love, it 
should not be a surprise that 
he consciously wants to leave 
a legacy. Specifically, one of 
encouragement. “I want to 
inspire people regardless of 
age to follow their dreams,” 
he says. “I want all the kids, as 
well, who may hear my voice to 
find the strength to tackle their 
musical ambitions regardless 
of genre or how the ‘majority’ 
may view their art. We all have 
value and can contribute great 
things to this world. I want to 
be remembered for being fear- 
less in a genre that media has 
scapegoated [as a cause of] a 
lot of problems.” 

Through his music, Kaoz 
always explores the intersec- 
tionality of race and sexuality, 
but with his newest album he 
wanted to explore the former 
head-first. According to Kaoz, 
many opportunities come to 
talk honestly about race, but 
few people take advantage. He 
says, “Many people of color 
feel unheard, and many white 
people are too pussy to be hon- 
est about how race affects our 
lives and attitudes. Time for 
everyone to butch it up.” 

With that same token, he 


challenges listeners not to 
believe everything the media 
espouses about the hip hop 
culture, most notably its accep- 
tance of GLBT identities. Hip 
hop is not inherently homopho- 
bic, he says. In fact, according 
to Kaoz, individual artists 
might be partly to blame for 
this reputation. 

“Individual artists are 
responsible for the messages 
they put out,” he says. “Some- 
times they do or make music 
that totally hurts us, and some- 
times those people are us. It’s 
like they don’t wanna give up 
the privileges that come with 
being the status quo. What 
creates the big homophobic 
illusion is/are corporations and 
folks behind the scenes who 
roll out media, who control 
what we see and hear on the 
daily basis. [They] twist things 
up in order to get a certain 
result or reach a bottom line. It 
points to a way bigger problem 
around cis-men and -women 
in suits and conference 
rooms, with stakes and money 
involved in order to perpetuate 
stereotypes and increase divi- 
sion among social groups.” 

With that larger issue in 
mind, Kaoz also acknowledges 
how much work there is to do 
within the GLBT community. 
This year’s Pride theme, “To- 
gether We Can”, is a noble 
one, according to Kaoz, but 
he doesn’t want to spread the 
illusion that work is complete. 
Instead, he puts forth a call 
to action and a challenge for 
members of the community: 
take the opportunity to give 
up privileges in order to make 
a bigger change in this world. 
“Together We Can”, but only 
if we are willing to question if 
we are helping or hurting the 
cause with our privileges. 

To which he adds, “That 
my friend is a totally different 
article. Don’t get me started.” 


The End is Beginning is available 
on iTunes for $9.99. For more on 
Kaoz, be sure to visit him online 
at www.kaozonline.com. 
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NEW PATIENT OFFER: 


°89 Exam = FREE Whitening 


X-rays and cleaning with exam, x-rays and cleaning 


612-877-8887 * www.milldistrictdental.com 
Brian Peters, DDS 1026 Washington Ave S, Suite 100 « Minneapolis 


BOULEVARD 
CHIROPRACTIC 
CLINIC РА 


STRAIGHT SPINE 


Visit our Facebook page 


Big Gay Moose Softball Team 7200 MINNETONKA BOULEVARD ST. LOUIS PARK, MN 55426 


(952) 925-4847 | 
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Жык 


H 2| 
i; 


í ЕЯ RR 
“Provi ding unique S ú 
: Аа. PON 
unique individua s 
families reach their | 
TOS Ç 
š PAST 


* **Melissa Houghtaling *Rebecca Heltzer 


— 


John Degelmann, CIMA, 
Financial Advisor 
(952)-854-5224 


Facebook: John.Degelmann 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 


Real Estate, Divorce, Child Custody/Child Support, 
Landlord/Tenant, Litigation and Probate. 


*Selected to the Super Lawyers List 
**Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator 


EdwardJones 


MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 
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FOOD & DINING 


BY JOY SUMMERS 


PHOTOS BY HUBERT BONNET 


Nighthawks 


Landon Schoenefeld wasn't even in the market for a new restaurant proj- 
ect. The North Loop pioneering chef and owner of Haute Dish was toiling 
away on the line recreating decadent comfort foods like the restaurant's 
eponymous tater totadorned hot dish; however, when he was approached 
by the owner of a building in an up-and-coming neighborhood that had re- 
cently housed a wing and catfish joint, the challenge was irresistible. 

A matter of months later, the building was gutted down to the studs and 
soon the address was reborn as Nighthawks. Located kitty-corner from 
Blackbird on Nicollet Avenue, this is the neighborhood of the moment. 
Nearby hotspots include the headquarters for The Aliveness Project, the 
always-buzzy Five Watt Coffee, Kyatchi, and a newly opened butcher shop. 

The space is lined with windows, allowing for plenty of daylight to 
stream in. The room is split into two sections. The front room is lined 
with a bar, anointed with a thread of LED lights that glow with ever- 
changing colors. Along the wall are massive black booths, slick seating 
for groups. The back room has brick walls, a few adorned with Edward 
Hopper prints and local photography. At the back wall there is an eye- 
catching open kitchen, where you will find Schoenefeld standing guard, 


calling orders and overseeing the new venture. (Eventually, the barstool 
perch will become Birdie, a pop-up that will sell tickets for a tasting 
menu. At press time, Birdie had yet to launch.) 

Outside, there are plenty of sidewalk seats. When the sun goes down, 
a streetside view is not unlike the Hopper painting from which the res- 
taurant drew naming inspiration. 

Landon Schoenefeld grew up in South Dakota. Although he'd worked 
in the industry, Schoenefeld didn't consider cooking professionally until 
he landed in Minneapolis and decided to attend the Arts Institutes Interna- 
tional culinary program. It wasn't long after his graduation that the young 
chef began to get noticed. He worked the line for bold name local chefs 
and itwasn't long before he was plotting the opening of his own restaurant. 

Where Schoenefeld cooks, accolades follow. He has been recognized 
by Food & Wine magazine, racked up the local review stars, and domi- 
nated several cooking competitions. His uncanny ability to create a better 
comfort food is unmatched, which is why running a straightforward diner 
makes perfect sense. The dishes inside Nighthawks are not re-imagined 
classics. These are the classics done just as well as they have ever been. 
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Two Happy Hours 
7 days a week! 


$1 Off All Bottled Beer 8: Cocktails 
$5 Off All Buckets O' Beer 
$2 Off All Burgers After 9pm 


Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour © 
on Monday & Tuesdays! ў 


**Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events 


LAVENDER S 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
SECTION 


ONLY $100 


OUR NE 


3808 West 50th Street 


Announcement includes a photo and up to 
50 words. Appears in print, online iPad 
and iPhone editions for 2 weeks. 


Hennepin Ave. & West 26th 


For more information call Minneapolis - 612-874-0481 


612-436-4698 


DS 
LOCATION 4 


Minneapolis - 612-927-4464 


ENJOY YOUR NEXT LUNCH OR DINNER IN ONE OF OUR 

PRIVATE DINING ROOMS. CUSTOMIZED MENUS WITH 

OUR PARTY PACKAGE ARE THE PERFECT PAIRING FOR 
YOUR NEXT EVENT! 


E eee 


Our meeting and event space includes a private 
board room for 10, a semi-private area for 24 
and a private room for 60. You provide the 
hungry guests, pot and forks on us! 


pime te 
FONDUE ЕРЕ 
The Qe 
Melting Pot. 
a Töadue restaurant 


RESERVATIONS REQUIRED + (612) 338-9900 
80 S. 9TH ST., MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402 * MELTINGPOT.COM 


| ts dat simple. 


Grand Ave. & Fairview. 
Saint Paul - 651-698-2346 


Selby & Dale 
Saint Paul - 651-221-9140 


Bielenberg & Tamarack 
Woodbury - 651-209-8182 
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FOOD & DINING WITH JOY SUMMERS 


Let us consider the humble pancake. The simple mix of flour, milk, 
eggs, and leavening is usually just a maple syrup delivery vehicle. Not 
here. These fluffy flappers are impossibly light. The crusty exterior gives 
way to tangy dough pocked with crannies that collect the subtly smoky, 
sweet syrup. Diners can order them naked or dressed up with a variety of 
mix-ins, including kimchi and bacon. Yes, you might not have been beg- 
ging for a kimchi-layered buttermilk pancake, but now you can have one. 
Go with me on this, the twangy fermented condiment mixed with the but- 
termilk dough is actually delicious. After initially crinkling my nose at the 
idea, I inhaled them and was forced to apologize to my empty fork. 

The dinner menu is dotted with winners like the massive footlong hot- 
dogs, the towering pastrami sandwich, as well as another American cheese- 
topped hamburger ready to enter the race for best in the Twin Cities. 

The pastrami is without question the most tender and succulent to 
be found in the metro area. Piled skyward atop soft, rye bread with a 
swipe of Kewpie mayonnaise and Uncle Pete’s mustard, it is a fat beauty 
to behold. The Minneapolis portion will keep you filled for hours after 
meal time and the New York portion is best ordered when swathed in 
elastic-waist pants. 

The hotdogs are sourced locally from Kramarczuk’s and come 
topped with everything from chili to pickled herring. The Nighthawks 
is buried beneath giardinara, spicy cheese, dill spiked mayo, and shreds 
of fried potato. The meaty unctuousness of the dog mingled with all the 
zippy adornments is a joy to devour: salty, spicy, creamy, snappy, and 
crunchy packed into a delectably squishy bun. 

There are all kinds of other dishes to activate a serious attack of the 
munchies including Frito pie, a proper chopped liver on toast, chili fries, 


and fried chicken wings (including some that are nostalgically evocative 
of the variety the restaurant’s prior tenant served). 

Now, if you’re a vegetarian and balking at all this meat as a condi- 
ment business, don’t worry. The carrot “hot dog” is a glory in cruelty- 
free eating. The fried cauliflower tossed in hot sauce will have even the 
staunchest carnivore swearing off Buffalo hot wings. Schoenefeld has 
always had the utmost respect for his veggie dishes and those found at 
Nighthawks are no exception. 

The bar serves beer, wine, and a “cocktail” list created with help from 
Robb Jones (of Spoon and Stable). The craft beers on tap are utilized to 
make such sippers as The Hopper, a sweet mix of Sweet Child of Vine, 
grapefruit, petal, and thorn augmented with a few dashes of Angosturra 
bitters. Annie’s Kick is a mix of IPA, Cocchi Americano, and sweetened 
with a bit of ginger syrup. For those who eschew the booze there are 
craft sodas like Boylan’s Birch Brew (better than root beer), teas, really, 
really good coffee, and a collection of tasty “frostbites.” 

It might be difficult to do, but be certain to save room for dessert. 
The pie slices have been gaining a cult-like following of rabid fans who 
can’t stop Instagramming the food beauties. The entire dessert list is 
packed with nostalgia, replete with a twisty soft-serve cone, malts, pop- 
sicles and more. 

Nighthawks is open for dinner Monday through Saturday and brunch 
Saturday and Sunday. B 


NIGHTHAWKS 

3753 Nicollet Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
www.nighthawksmpls.com 


A tower of tender pastrami; pancakes: fluffy, golden and exactly 
what you want with your syrup; a slice of pie so good you'll want 
to order a couple more for your friends. 
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Тш 0 Ог eat Happ U Hours - FRIDAY 3:30PM - 6:30PM 


$3 Well Drinks $3 & $4 Taps + $4 House Wines. $3 Off Martinis + Appetizers. 


LATE NIGHT: SUNDAY - THURSDAY 9:00PM - 12:00AM 
`x, $3 Well Drinks, $3 & $4 Taps + $4 House Wines. $3 Off Martinis + Appetizers. 


1/2 Off Pizza. 


Join us for our live Dj on Friday & Saturday nights and our Sunday Brunch! 


ICEHOUSE 


MPLS. MINN 


2528 NICOLLET AVE SOUTH * MINNEAPOLIS 
612.276.6523 


606 Washington Ave N, Minneapolis 


OPEN FOR LUNCH, BRUNCH, DINNER AND LATE NIGHT. (612) 340-0010 
MUSIC 7 DAYS/WEEK | ) 


CRAFT SPIRITS 
SALES & MARKETING 


WWWI.AMCRAFTSPIRITS.COM 


QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP, DELIVERS SUPERIOR TASTE. 


GET. 10% OFF YOUR FIRST ORDERAWITH 


D'AMICO 
CATERING 


612.238.4444 damico.com 


Life is complicated enough without adding food 
and body issues into the mix. Our experienced 
and compassionate staff knows eating disorders, 


often from personal experience, and can help with Th E Я ] P, 

proven programs tailored to all genders. There is e Lm1 y rogram 
hope for lasting recovery. Real help for eating disorders 

Like us on de 


facebook. 
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WEEKEND 


WHAT 
TO DO 


BY SHANE LUECK 


Let's face it: Pride weekend 
comes and goes in the blink of 
an eye, and if you don't plan ac- 
cordingly, you might just end up 
missing an event that you really 
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wanted to go to. Use this listing of 
Pride weekend events to plan your 
weekend. You might just discover 

something new to do! 


QUEERTOPIA: 10-YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY SHOW! TOTAL 
LIBERATION 

Intermedia Arts 

2822 Lyndale Ave. S, Minneapolis 
Through June 27 

7:30 p.m. 

$15 advance, student, and senior, 
$18 door 

Queertopia is celebrating 10 years 
of radical and raucous queer love. 
Bedlam Theatre and Intermedia 
Arts present the tenth year of the 
annual Pride cabaret, Queertopia: 
A Cabaret Celebration of Queer 
Love. Curators Jeffry Lusiak 

and Nastalie Bogira present a 
cabaret-style evening of queer 
performance highlighting some 
of the most exciting, provocative, 
and dynamic queer artists work- 
ing in the Twin Cities today. This 


Photo courtesy of Twin Cities Pride 


year the Cabaret pays tribute to 
the performers, performances, 
and community that has made 
Queertopia a center for celebra- 
tion outside mainstream Pride for 
the past decade. 
www.intermediaarts.org/queertopia 


LAVENDER'S PRIDE THURSDAY 
Orchestra Hall 

1111 Nicollet Ave., Minneapolis 
June 25 

5:30-8:00 p.m. 

Free 

Twin Cities Pride weekend kicks 
off with the Twin Cities’ biggest 
happy hour event, followed by 

a performance by Lily Tomlin. 
Pre-show happy hour admis- 
sion is free for Lavender's Pride 
Thursday attendees, but tickets 
for Lily Tomlin must be purchased 
through www.tcpride.org. Enjoy 
complimentary hors d’oeuvres, 
drink specials, and a chance to 
win great prizes. 
www.lavendermagazine.com 


TWIN CITIES PRIDE PRESENTS: 
AN EVENING OF CLASSIC LILY 
TOMLIN 

Orchestra Hall 

1111 Nicollet Ave., Minneapolis 
June 25 

8:00 p.m. 

$40-99 

Kicking off the official four-day 
Twin Cities Pride weekend is Lily 
Tomlin, one of America’s foremost 
comedians. Tomlin continues to 
venture across an ever-widening 
range of media, starring in televi- 
sion, theater, motion pictures, 
animation, and video. Throughout 
her extraordinary career, Tomlin 
has received numerous awards, 
including six Emmys, two Tonys, 
and a Grammy. Most recently, 
Tomlin was awarded the presti- 
gious Kennedy Center Honors 
which each year “celebrates five 
extraordinary individuals who 
have spent their lives elevating 
the cultural vibrancy of our nation 
and the world.” Kennedy Center 
Chairman David M. Rubenstein 
said, “Lily Tomlin has made us 
laugh and continues to amaze us 
with her acting talent and quick 
wit.” 

www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


STORIES TOGETHER: PRIDE 

St. Louis Park Library 

3240 Library Ln., St. Louis Park 

June 25 

7:00 p.m. 

Registration not required 

All are welcome 

Celebrate family and self-expression dur- 
ing Pride month through books, stories, 
rhymes, music, and movement. This project 
is funded with money from Minnesota’s Arts 
and Cultural Heritage Fund. 

www.hclib.org 


| WOKE UP LIKE DIS — PRIDE EDITION 
Honey and Ginger Hop 

205 E Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 

June 25 

9:30 p.m.-2:00 a.m. 

$7 Cover 

21+ 

Flip Phone is pulling out all of the stops to 
kick-off Pride weekend, taking over both 
Honey and Ginger Hop. Double the space = 
double the capacity! Beyoncé Inspired Jams 
(with the obvious Missy, Ciara, TLC hits 
mixed in) downstairs DJ Fancy Restaurant 
and 90s and 00s hip hop/R&B jams upstairs 
in by DJ Feminist Killjoy and Doublestuff. 
The evening also features Pride weekend 
fortunes with Madame Claire Voyant (what 
will your Pride weekend be like?), double 
the drag queens, roaming surprises, drink 
specials, and more. 
www.facebook.com/events/698996846893687 


GAY 90S PRIDE WEEKEND 

Gay 90s 

408 Hennepin Ave. S, Minneapolis 

June 25-28 

Visit website 

18+ 

Thursday features a foam party, jock strap 
party, and a meet-and-greet with Alyssa 
Edwards, Miss City of Lakes. Friday you'll 
have fun with guest DJ Tracy Young in the 
Annex Bar and karaoke in the Happy Hour 
Bar. Don’t miss more fun on Saturday: 
Alyssa Edwards and the La Femme queens, 
ultimate dance party, and karaoke. Sunday 
hosts the Pride parade breakfast buffet and 
the infamous La Femme drag show with 
BeBe Zahara. 

www.gay90s.com 


SCORCH FIREBALL 
eagleBoltbar 

515 Washington Ave., Minneapolis 
June 26-28 

Events and times vary by day 
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Integrity 
Experience! 
Results 


JERRY A. BURG 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Over 20 Years Experience 
Family Law | Criminal Defe 
Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. • Minn 
(612) 822-0865 * 
www.jerryaburg.com 


WATERSTREET INN.US 
651-439-6000 
101 WATER STREET SOUTH 
STILLWATER, MN 55082 


WATER STREET 
ABR Inn - > 


ESTU 


IRISH WHISKEY 


Four-Course Wine Dinner 


Each Wednesday our Chefs create a 
special four-course dinner menu, 


Each course paired with a specially selected 1 "EN | 
glass of wine for $34.95 per person. i Charlie БА Pub і 
Served from 5:00рт to 9:00рт, — 


reservations suggested. = ——a 


Stillwater's Complete Hospitality Experience 


e Charlie's Restaurant & Irish Pub e Live Irish Music Every Weekend 


e 41 Guestrooms: 
Double Whirlpools & Fireplaces 


Meeting / Banquet Rooms 
Weddings & Receptions 


e Event Coordinator Elegant Guestrooms 
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Friday: The best damn happy 
hour in town with 3-for-1s on 
Miller products and rail cocktails. 
Saturday: Bloody Mary Brunch, 
Raging Stallion Studios model 
Aleks Buldocek and Brut from 
American Muscle Hunk followed 
by Bear Night. Sunday: Bloody 
Mary Brunch followed by an “All 
You Can Swallow” Beer Bust and 
showtunes. 

www.eagleboltbar.com 


STORIES TOGETHER: PRIDE 
East Lake Library 

2727 E Lake St., Minneapolis 
June 26 

11:15 a.m. 

Registration not required 

All are welcome 

Celebrate family and self-expres- 
sion during Pride month through 
books, stories, rhymes, music, and 
movement. This project is funded 
with money from Minnesota’s 
Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund. 
www.hclib.org 


2015 UPTOWN PRIDE BLOCK 
PARTY 

Uptown, Bryant Ave. 8: Lake St. 
area 

810 W Lake St., Minneapolis 
June 26 

6:00-10:30 p.m. 

Free 

Our annual Pride Block Party 

will feature MC Foxy Tann, 
LAssassins, North Star Roller 
Girls, and more! Great brews from 
Fulton, Pabst Blue Ribbon, Bell’s 
Brewery, and Lagunitas Brewing 
Co. will be available, plus a mobile 
vintage photo booth from Blue 
Goose. A portion of the event 


proceedings will benefit OutFront 
Minnesota. 
www.bryantlakebowl.com/ 
theater/2015-uptown-pride-block- 
party 


PRIDE POOL PARTY 

The Calhoun Beach Club 

2925 Dean Pkwy., Minneapolis 
June 26 

4:00-8:30 p.m. 

$12-$15 in advance, $20 day-of 
21+ 

Kick off Pride weekend with an 
outdoor, sunset pool party at the 
Calhoun Beach Club. DJ Jeff 
Kirkwood (Toronto, Provinc- 
etown, Sydney) will be spinning 
Pride anthems. Drink specials and 
surprises (cash bar only). Each 
ticket includes a FREE three-day 
Calhoun Beach Club guest pass; 
that means you'll have extra days 
to party by the pool. 
www.facebook.com/ 
events/689021247892800 


BEER DABBLER 

Loring Park 

1382 Willow St., Minneapolis 

June 26 

5:30-9:30 p.m. 

$40 in advance, $50 day-of 

For the fourth year in a row, the 
Beer Dabbler is back at Twin Cit- 
ies Pride. Kicking off the festival 
weekend, Dabblers will gather 

in Loring Park to enjoy pairings 
between more than 35 different 
food truck/craft brew combos, a 
dance party, a killer entertainment 
lineup, and...humans on wooden 
poles. That's right! New this year 
is human foosball and Black Eye 
Coffee will have cold press on tap 
free for all attendees, but intended 
for designated drivers. 
www.beerdabbler.com 
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Photo courtesy of Brave New Workshop 


Photo by RS 


8TH ANNUAL FRUIT BOWL 
Memory Lanes 

2520 26th Ave. S, Minneapolis 
June 26 

6:00-9:00 p.m. 

$5 Suggested Donation 

All ages welcome 

This is an all ages, sober, tobacco- 
free event. Hosted by the fabulous 
Mrs. Margie Pederson, enjoy an 
evening of free bowling, kids ac- 
tivities, taco bar, karaoke, prizes, 
a photobooth, and more. Sand 
volleyball begins at 6:30, bowling 
at 6:15. Please RSVP. 


www.tcpride.org 


COMEDIAN FORTUNE FEIMSTER 
Brave New Workshop 

824 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 
June 26 

Doors at 6:30 p.m., Show at 7:30 
p.m. 

$40 

The Brave New Workshop and 
The Saloon are proud to present 
red-hot standup comic Fortune 
Feimster in the BNW’s ETC 
Theatre. After the show, guests 
receive an all-access wristband 
for the Saloon’s Pride Block Party 
Friday night, plus an exclusive 
entrance to the party, happening 
right next door! 
www.theatre.bravenewworkshop.com 


“MATT SHEPARD IS A FRIEND OF 
MINE” PRIDE WEEKEND MOVIE 
Saint Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
519 Oak Grove St., Minneapolis 


Beer Dabbler 


June 26 

7:00 p.m. 

Free 

All are welcome 

A feature length documentary 
about Matthew Shepard that goes 
beyond the headlines of his tragic 
murder. The film seeks to tell the 
story of the Matthew the world 
hardly knows and to make sense 
of of this senseless tragedy. 
www.ourcathedral.org/pride-movies 


GROWN & SEXY PRIDE 

First Avenue Mainroom 

701 First Ave. N, Minneapolis 
June 26 

9:00 p.m. 

$15 

This year’s Grown & Sexy Pride 
features Latrice Royale from 
RuPaul’s Drag Race season four. 
Mark your calendars for this 
all-night dance party infused with 
incredible onstage performances. 
The talent is incomparable, the mu- 
sic is amazing, and all are welcome! 
Special Performances by: Foxy 
Tann and the Wham Bam Thank 
You Ma’ams, In New Company, 
Dykes Do Drag, The Vigilantease 
Collective, and Dragged Out. 

www. first-avenue.com 


HEY SAILOR AT JETSET 
Jetset Bar 

115 N 1st St., Minneapolis 
June 26 
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FIRST EQUITY MORTGAGE 
NMLS #299829 


Employee 


Featured 


Ted Bougie 

pow With over four years of banking experience at US Bank, Ted began his exclusive Mortgage Loan 

; Officer role for First Equity Mortgage in 2013. In his first year, he was presented the honor of 
Super Mortgage Professional which is awarded to only the top 2 percent of loan officers in the 
Twin Cities. With over $2 million a month in lending, his experience at First Equity includes 
Conventional, FHA, USDA and VA purchases and refinances. He works with all property types. 
His mantra has always been, "the customer comes first" with 24/7 availability and fast responses 
to questions. 


In his spare time, Ted particularly enjoys music concerts, Broadway shows and plays around the 
Twin Cities. Ted will tell you that his hero and favorite musical artist of all time is Cyndi Lauper. 
His motto is to have fun too! Ted is both a past board member and active in Quorum. 


Call or email Ted to schedule your FREE appointment to meet and 
discuss your mortgage needs today! 
Loan Officer 


763-251-1995 
Ted@FEMort.com 


NMLS #678329 EQUAL HOUSING 


OPPORTUNITY 


Matchmaking for Exceptional Men 
Personally recruiting the most qualified matches 


for our most selective clients in the Twin Cities. 


PRIVATE SEARCH 


There is no upfront cost or membership fee for you to be introduced to our Elite clients. 

Simply sign up and our Elite Matchmaking Team will contact you for an interview. If you're a 

potential match for one of our Elite Bachelors, our team takes care of all the date arrangements. 

Call today if you're motivated to find a partner and interested in the highest level of personal matchmaking. 


GAYELITEDATES.COM | 612.376.7370 
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10:00 p.m.-2:00 a.m. 

21+ 

All aboard the S.S. Jetset for Pride 
2015. Celebrate Pride in one of 
the gayest ways possible...sailors! 
Nautical attire is encouraged, but 
not required. As always, there is 
no cover, and the entire weekend 
is 21+. 

www.facebook.com/ 
events/867442493337776 


REUNION 

Union Rooftop / Rev Ultralounge 
731 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 
June 26 

10:00 p.m. 

$20/Advance, $50/VIP 

21+ 

It’s Pride! Time to dance! Three 
unique levels, two superstar DJs, 
one Pride event like no other! 

DJ Joe Gauthreaux in Rev Ultra 
Lounge and DJ Roland Belmares 


Photo by Photo Deviance 
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on the rooftop. 
www.simshows.com 


SATURDAY, JUNE 27 


GLASS ON GRASS: PRIDE 
VOLLEYBALL 

Loring Park 

1382 Willow St., Minneapolis 
8:00-9:00 a.m. 

$60 per four-person team 

This annual, one-day grass volley- 
ball tournament put on by GLASS 
(Gay Lesbian Amateur Sport 
Society) takes place during the 
Twin Cities GLBT Pride celebra- 
tion at the Pride festival grounds. 
The number of games played will 
depend on the number of teams 
participating in the event. There 
will be competitive, intermediate, 
and recreational divisions offered. 
www.glassports.org/vb 


STORIES TOGETHER: PRIDE 
Minneapolis Central Library, 
Children's Library 

300 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis 
June 27 

11:00 a.m. 

Registration not required 

All are welcome 

Celebrate family and self-expres- 
sion during Pride month through 
books, stories, rhymes, music, and 
movement. This project is funded 
with money from Minnesota's 
Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund. 
www.hclib.org 


TWIN CITIES PRIDE FESTIVAL 
Loring Park 

1382 Willow St. 

June 27-28 

10:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. 

Free 

The 2015 Twin Cities Pride Fes- 


ven 


Grown & Sexy Pride 


tival features over 400 exhibitors, 
40 food and beverage booths, 20 
sponsors and 300,000» visitors 
participating in this free celebra- 
tion of the GLBT community. 
www.tcpride.org 


DRAGGED OUT 

Stonewall Stage at Loring Park 
1382 Willow St., Minneapolis 
June 27 

3:00 p.m. 

Free 

Come check out Dragged Out at 
Twin Cities Pride! Bring all your 
family and/or friends as it's not 
too often Dragged Out is at an all 
ages event! Some of your favorites 
from the cast will be performing: 
Ty Torres, Blaze Bordeaux, Andre 
1000, Damien D'Luxe, Xavier, and 
the host Jamie Monroe. 
www.facebook.com/Dragged.Out.MN 


CONTINUED ON РАСЕ 38 = 


SE 


AS 


¿aus tea Д ' 

^ WT. Y 

» ~ {AA gow 
DAL 
buy 


"With AAA all І had to-move 
was my ‘Dallas’ backpack!" 


[М Personalized Consultations 
& Move Planning 


[Ў Packing & Unpacking Services 
[V] Largest Fleet of New Vehicles 
М Expert Care for Specialty Items 


[М Local, Long Distance and 
International Services 


[Y Climate Controlled 
Storage Available 


44 Á 4 Á 


MOVERS 


“DELIVERING PEACE OF MIND SINCE 1964” 


(612) 444-2275 


Jason Matheson - myTalk107.1 y.aaamoversinc.com 


Coming Soon 


HABITATION 


FURNISHING + DESIGN 


HABITATIONDESIGN.COM 
4317 EXCELSIOR BLVD. ST. LOUIS PARK, MN 55416 


Designing beautiful homes for beautiful families. 


BEAUTIFUL. FUNCTIONAL. 
JUST THE WAY YOU WANT. 


TWIN CITIES „ 
CLOSET COMPANY 


Contact us for a free design consultation: 


(612)623-0987 


www.tccloset.com 


2634 Minnehaha Ave. South, Minneapolis, MN 55406 


FOLLOW US ON 


g^» facebook | 


We treat our № 


LIGHTING = 


y 14797 Martin Drive 
D. #” 3 = Eden Prairie, MN 55344 


customers = 


like royalty! ^M, 952-934-6730 
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PRIDE IN CONCERT 

Loring Park 

1382 Willow St., Minneapolis 
June 27 

5:00 p.m. 

$10 General Admission, $75 VIP 
Pride in Concert features Mayda, 
Hunter Valentine, Peaches, and 
Deborah Cox. Fireworks follow 
the concert at 10:00 p.m. General 
admission tickets include admis- 
sion to the Beer Garden (at any 
point on Saturday). The Beer 
Garden will be serving assorted 
Budweiser and Coke products. 
VIP admission includes access to 
a tented lounge area with couches 
and the DJ booth next to the 
stage, free bar which includes 
Budweiser and other assorted 
beer, Ménage à Trois wine, and 
vodka (new this year). There will 
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also be food provided by Macy’s 
Design Cuisine. A VIP ticket 
means a separate entry (avoid the 


line!) and other surprises through- 


out the night. 
www.tcpride.org 


TRANSDYKEQUEERMARCH 2015 
Walker Art Center 

1750 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 
June 27 

6:00 p.m. 

It’s that time of year again: time 

to remind the corporate political 
system that our voices and lives 
are the foundation of culture. 
That they can ignore us and try to 
destroy us, but we always come 
back, to challenge and improve 
society. 

www.facebook.com/ 
events/548437658631285 


BIG BAD BURLESQUE: A PLUS 
SIZED CELEBRATION 

Ground Zero 

15 4th St. NE, Minneapolis 

June 27 

8:00 p.m. 

$8 

Great things do come in big 
packages for this show! Add some 
extra sexy and sass to your Pride 
weekend as we celebrate the big 
beautiful performers of the Twin 
Cities burlesque community, in- 
cluding your host for the evening, 
Smokey Throbinson. 
www.facebook.com/ 
events/868278339912527 


THE WOMAN'S CLUB OF MIN- 
NEAPOLIS 5TH ANNUAL PRIDE 
DANCE 


The Woman's Club of Minne- 
apolis 

410 Oak Grove St., Minneapolis 
June 27 

8:00 p.m. 

Members $10/Advance, $15/ 
Door, Non-members $20/Ad- 
vance, $25/Door 

Put on your party pants, grab 

a friend, and join us for a Pride 
dance! Featuring DJ Butch Dandy. 
Fireworks at dusk. Tickets are 
non-refundable. 
www.pridedancewomansclubmpls. 
eventbrite.com 


GRRRL SCOUT: SUMMER CAMP 
2015 

The Cabooze 

917 Cedar Ave., Minneapolis, MN 
June 27 

9:00 p.m.-2:00 a.m. 
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XW FIRST 
) Thursdays 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 
PRESENTED BY: 


PRIVATE SEARCH 


Thursday, July 2 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 
FREE 


Burger Moe's 
242 7th St W, St. Paul 


FOUNDING HOST 
PARTNER ORGANIZATION 
HRC Twin Cities 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS 
OutFront Minnesota, One Voice, 
Twin Cities Quorum, 
MN AIDS Project, Reclaim!, 
Freedom Jazz, Twin Cities Pride, 
The Aliveness Project, 
Mixed Blood Theatre, 
Prime Timers MSP, 
Minneapolis Movie Bears, 
North Country Bears, 
TCGMC, MN Freedom Band, 
HCMC' LGBT & Allies 
Employee Resource Group 
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$10 

21+ 

Ready to earn those patches? 
Grrrl Scout is gearing up for 

its second annual Pride event, 
Summer Camp. With a strong 
commitment to breaking confor- 
mity, Grrrl Scout curates a unique 
array of entertainment, partners, 
and offerings for each and every 
event. Summer Camp is no differ- 
ent. This year they promise to be 
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Photos courtesy Chad Kampe 


pulling out all the stops. 
www.cabooze.com 


FLIP PHONE PRESENTS: 

ROBYN VS. TAYLOR 

Rev Ultralounge 

731 Hennepin Ave, Minneapolis 
June 27 

9:00 p.m.-2:00 a.m. 

$57 

21+ 

Robyn. Taylor. They'll both be 
part of your Pride weekend. Join 
FlipPhone at Rev Ultralounge 
(underneath Union) for an ulti- 
mate dance party. You won't want 
to miss this. Rev has one of the 
best sound systems in the city! DJ 
Fancy Restaurant will be throwing 
down Robyn, Taylor, and other hot 
jams. The evening includes sur- 
prise performances and fantastic 
drink specials. 
www.facebook.com/FlipPhone 


SOUL FRIDAY PRIDE PARTY 
Icehouse Minneapolis 

2528 Nicollet Ave. S, Minneapolis 
June 27 

9:00 p.m.-2:00 a.m. 
$12/Advance, $15/Door, $25 VIP 
seated section in mezzanine 

21+ 


a! 


Queer women of color and friends, 
come out and get your pride and 
soul on. Hosted by Alicia Steele 
and featuring Pam the Funk- 

tress of the Coup, DJ Lady L, DJ 
Shannon Blowtorch, Manchita 

of Grrrl Prty, and more! One of 
the Twin Cities' hottest parties 
celebrating QWOC is brought to 
you by the Soul Friday crew. Soul 
Friday is proud to be an event 

that celebrates brown folks living 
the LGBTQ life... Lesbian/Bi/ 
Trans/Queer sisters of color and 
friends. Looking forward to seeing 
all shades of brown on that dance 
floor. 
www.facebook.com/SoulFridayMin- 
neapolis 


BOOBY TRAP PRIDE 

Skyway Theatre 

711 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 
June 27 

10:00 p.m.-2:00 a.m. 
$15/General Admission, $25/VIP, 
$400/Bottle Service Package 

214 

Known as the longest standing 
women's queer pride event, Booby 
Trap Pride is bringing you an 
extremely sexy event this year. 


Featuring your favorite Booby 
Trap Girls, special performances 
and of course resident DJ, D-baz, 
as well as nationally recognized 
DJ DMIL. This year the event is 
ata new venue with multiple bars, 
VIB bottle service and a special 
"Throwback Hip Hop" Lounge as 
well as the main room that will 
feature all your dancing favorites. 
www.facebook.com/boobytrap.mpls 


PRIDE CRAWL 

Various bars 

June 27 

10:00 p.m.-2:00 a.m. 

$20 

214 

Price includes entry to the top 
Minneapolis venues and drink 
specials, Featured parties at 
Lush, Gay 90s & the Cowles 
Center, with party bus rides 
between northeast and downtown. 
Roundup your group and pick up 
your Pride all access ticket! Buy 
your ticket early and save. 
www.pridecrawl.com 


PRIDE WEEKEND AT THE 19 BAR 
19 Bar 

19 W 15th St., Minneapolis 

June 27-28 

Visit website 

Party with The 19 Bar Pride week- 
end! Located only two blocks from 
Loring Park and never a cover 
charge makes it a great place to 
celebrate! 
www.facebook.com/The19Bar 


SUNDAY, JUNE 28 


PRIDE IN THE SKY: PARADE 
ROOFTOP VIEWING PARTY 
CRAVE 

825 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 
June 28 

9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 

$10 

21+ 

Join Flip Phone and OutFront 
Minnesota to watch the parade 
from the sky. Doors open at 9:00 
a.m. with the parade beginning 
two hours later, but dancing goes 
on all day. Tickets get you a free 
cocktail, a $5 donation to Out- 
Front, and non-stop music. 
www.outfront.ticketleap.com/parade 


Are You Serious About Protecting —— 
Ё Я s nti-virus and 
Your Business Against Cybercrime? firewalls are no 


longer enough to 
stop professional 


FREE CYBER-SECURITY EXECUTIVE BRIEFING criminals from 


Photo by Noah Wolf destroying , 
a “5 Critical IT Security Protections your business 


EVERY Business Must Have In Place NOW а Jewett. 
To Avoid Cyber Attacks, Data Breach Lawsuits, ои 
Bank Fraud and Compliance Penalties” 


Register Online at 
softuitive.com/pride 
or call 651-760-8372 ext. 700 


oftuitive 


Technology Advocates Sensibly Progressive IT Solutions 


Bar Lurca 


SOLAR SUNDAYS PRIDE EDITION 

Union Restaurant 

731 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 

June 28 

Doors open at 9:00 a.m., Party begins at 
10:00 a.m. 

$10 

Join a rooftop party high above the parade! 
DJs Lindsay ‘Shiek’ Earney and Lenka Paris 
will take this weekly party to new heights 
for the 2nd Annual Pride Parade Party! Full 
brunch menu available, Absolut Dancers, 
Softball Shot Men and drink specials. 


www.simshows.com 


V U E | orinevue.com 


PRIDE'S BIGGEST SUNDAY BLOCK PARTY 
The Saloon 
830 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 


June 28 ГЕТ E 3 Y 
Doors open at 9:00 a.m., Post-Parade Party 
LIFE. STYLE. DEFINED. 


at 1:00 p.m., Stage Show at 7:00 p.m. 
So many luxuries. So convenient. So you. 


Visit website for details 
18+ 
Be inspired by the Vue! Call or visit today. 


For the parade, both inside and outside 
bars will be open, parade viewing party on 
bleachers, $4 Bloody Marys and mimosas. 


ñ Stainless Steel Appliances 
The post-parade party includes Power 


Bottom's Power Tower and carnival food 
trucks. the stage show is hosted by Scott 
Nevins with Kat Perkins, Pop Rocks, Alaska 
Thunderfuck, and Adore Delano, complete 
with fireworks after show. 
www.saloonmn.com 


5TH ANNUAL RAINB0W RUN 

Boom Island Park 

800 Sibley Ave. NE, Minneapolis 

June 28 

9:30 a.m. 

$30 

Show your Pride by taking part in the Twin 
Cities Pride Rainbow Run! Starting at Boom 
Island and ending near Loring Park, the 
route takes runners along Hennepin Avenue 
as spectators begin to gather for the annual 
Ashley Rukes GLBT Pride Parade. 
www.tcpride.org 
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Gas Stoves (Excluding Alcoves) 
Quartz/Granite Countertops 
Hardwood Floors 

The Vue Terrace 

Halo — Event Space 
Rendevue — Lobby Café 
Concierge Services 

Health Spa 

Underground Heated Parking 
Pet Friendly 

Smoke Free 


UE 


on life 


LORINGVUE.COM | 415 OAK GROVE + MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55403 | 612.259.3701 
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DONAVON КЕЕМЕҮ 


REALTOR’ 
“A BRIDGE BETWEEN BUYERS AND SELLERS” 
p: 612-232-5527 
e: DonavonKeeney@edinarealty.com 


ONETENGRANT 


67 Ji ACE 
І 
Luxury Apartments =, "a pe P иеш on the ng 


Luxur Y Livin 9 Urban Contemporary Contemporary Lifestyle 


1314 Marquette Avenue 740 Mississippi River Blvd S 110 West Grant Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 St. Paul, MN 55116 Minneapolis, MN 55403 
612.339.9600 651.698.8866 612.342.0110 

marquetteplace.com 740riverdrive.com onetengrant.com 


Marquette Place, One Ten Grant, and 740 River Drive offer our residents a wide array of amenities, 
including 24-Hour concierge services, chauffeured car service, business centers, fitness centers, 
indoor/outdoor swimming pools and even complimentary continental breakfast Monday-Friday! 


Unfumished and furnished, Long and short term rentals available. 
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8TH ANNUAL BITCH 'N' BRUNCH 

Seven Restaurant 

700 Hennepin Ave. S, Minneapolis 

June 28 

10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

$30 

Bitch Flowers invites you to enjoy the 2015 
Twin Cities Pride parade from the fabulous 
rooftop of the Seven Skybar. Enjoy the view 
from the largest rooftop on Hennepin Avenue! 
The location is a great indoor spot with floor to 
ceiling windows with air conditioned comfort 
overlooking Hennepin Avenue and will also 
have the parade on live television monitors. 
www.7mpls.net 


2015 ASHLEY RUKES GLBT PRIDE PARADE 
Downtown Minneapolis 

June 28 

11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

Free on street, $40 for Grandstand 

'The 2015 Ashley Rukes GLBT Pride Parade 
will be held, as always, along Hennepin Av- 
enue in downtown Minneapolis. The parade 
route starts at 3rd and Hennepin and ends at 
Spruce and Hennepin. 

www.tcpride.org 


PRIDE PARTY 

Café & Bar Lurcat 

1624 Harmon Place, Minneapolis 

June 28 

12:00-8:00 p.m. 

214 

The parade ends where the party starts: at 
Café & Bar Lurcat! Party comes without a 
cover and features a giant dance floor with 
three local DJs: Lenka Paris, Lindsay Sheik, 
and Steve Silas. Party goers can enjoy satel- 
lite bars both indoors and outdoors, bar-front 
patio with gorgeous open-air seating, and 
vodka drink specials and beer tubs. Nibble on 
Lurcat burgers, Lurcat chicken sandwiches, 
fries with béarnaise, and of course... signa- 
ture warm sugar cinnamon donuts! 
www.cafelurcat.com 


SHOWCASE YOUR P.R.I.D.E. 

The Pourhouse 

10 S 5th St., Minneapolis 

June 28 

7:00 p.m.-2:00 a.m. 

$8 

АЦ ages until 10:00 p.m., 21+ after 

10:00 p.m. 

Shift Forward presents its first GLBT show- 
case, creating space for members of the 
community to show off their musical prow- 
ess. After all, PR.I.D.E. stands for Perform- 
ing, Rhyming, Inventing, Dancing, Every- 
thing. Proceeds are donated to Avenues for 
Homeless Youth. 
www.shiftforwardagency.com Bi 
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ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR SMOKING PATIO 
JUKEBOX + VIDEO GAMES • 756 POOL TABLES + PINBALL 
DARTS e PULL TABS • ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 

: FRI. З PM-2 AM • SAT.-SUN. 1 PM-2 AM 


Singles Pool 
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— Sun., July 19 - 4 PM 
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NEVER A COVER CHARGE 
f I) “like” us on Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1952 
facebook 19W. 15th St., Minneapolis ° (612) 871-5553 • facebook.com/The19Bar 
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Fully indexed, Fully Searchable, Friends of Community Map”. 
When you can't find it, FOC it! 
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Exclusively Serving the LGBTQ Community. 


Located in the Minneapolis Metro area of Minnesota, we specialize in: 
* Drug & Alcohol Abuse 


^ 


* Crystal Meth and Sexual Compulsivity 
* Residential & Intensive Outpatient Programs 


° Exclusively providing the LGBTQ community a comfortable safe 
alternative to traditional treatment programs for almost 30 years. 


IDE 
INSTITUTE 


Creating a Healthy LGBT Community 


Call PRIDE today! 
952-934-7554 


www.pride-institute.com 


\ 
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THURSDAY 
Foam Party 
Jock Strap Party 


Meet & Greet with 
ALYSSA EDWARDS 
Miss City of Lakes Pageant 


FRIDAY 
Guest DJ 


TRACY YOUNG 


Annex Bar 
Alyssa Edwards and the Lafemme queens 
2 house DJs spinning + Karaoke in Happy Hour Bar 
SATURDAY 
Alyssa Edwards and the Lafemme queens 
Ultimate Dance Party! 
3 Bars ° 3 DJs * Karaoke 


SUNDAY 
Pride Parade Breakfast Buffet 
Lafemme Drag Show with BeBe Zahara 


408 Hennepin Ave S * MPLS, MN 55401 + GAY90 
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Leather Life 


ride 


MINNESOTA LEATHER 
PRIDE 2015 


(AND WHY WE STILL NEED PRIDE CELEBRATIONS) 


| BY STEVE LENIUS | 


Its Pride season again in the 
Twin Cities, for both the GLBT and 
leather/BDSM/fetish communities. 
A GLBT Pride celebration has been 
happening in the Twin Cities since 
1972; Minnesota's Leather Pride cel- 
ebration began as a single-afternoon 
event in the early 1990s and expand- 
ed to a multi-week celebration in the 
late 1990s. 

Every year I hear people voice 
opinions like these: “Enough already! 
Pride? I am so over it!” “It's just be- 
come a big GLBT marketing event 
with overpriced concessions.” “It's 
always the same thing. If there has to 
be a Pride parade, do we have to see those giant flags again? Why not have 
a float that's different every year?” 

My response: If you're over Pride, that's fine. Don't show up. But 
don't be surprised when other people show up for the parade, the fes- 
tival in Loring Park, and all the other Twin Cities Pride and Minnesota 
Leather Pride events. 

Pride keeps happening every year because it needs to keep happen- 
ing. The community needs Pride to keep happening, as shown by the fact 
that the community continues to support Pride events by showing up. 

Since Pride last year, both the GLBT and leather/BDSM/fetish com- 
munities have acquired untold numbers of new members. Some of these 
new members are young people who are new to one or both of these 
communities. Some are older people who may have wondered and ques- 
tioned for years before finally deciding to declare themselves members 
of one or both of these communities. And then there are all the new 
community allies — families and friends of all these new members of the 
GLBT or leather/BDSM/fetish communities. 

All these new members and allies of these communities deserve to 
have a Pride celebration that is just as inspiring and uplifting as the cel- 
ebrations of years ago, the celebrations that were experienced by the 
now-jaded naysayers before they became jaded. 

That's why the Twin Cities Pride and Minnesota Leather Pride cel- 
ebrations keep happening every year. And that's why I never get tired of 
writing Pride columns. 

For 2015, the board of Minnesota Leather Pride has made a few 
changes to their schedule of events. An effort has been made to hold 
Minnesota Leather Pride events throughout the year, rather than only in 
June coinciding with the Twin Cities Pride Festival. Some of Minnesota 
Leather Pride's recent events have included Leather Families Feuding 
last November; the Mr/Miss Catastrophe Contest fundraiser in Janu- 


(A O / 


Andrew Bertke 


The front and back of the 2015 Minnesota Leather Pride dog tag. Photo by 


агу; and the first annual Minnesota 
Leather Pride Weekend in April, 
which featured the inaugural con- 
tests for three leather titles: Minne- 
sota Leather Sir, Minnesota Leath- 
erboy, and Ms. Minnesota Leather 
Pride. 

The theme of the 2015 Minneso- 
ta Leather Pride celebration, and the 
2015 commemorative and collectible 
Minnesota Leather Pride dog tag, 
is “American Leather Story.” This 
theme was selected by community 
survey from four theme proposals. 

This year's Minnesota Leather 
Pride dog tag was designed by An- 
drew Bertke of Everett Allen Pho- 
tography. The 2015 dog tag combines bright silver metal with cloisonné 
(enamel) coloring. The bold colors and near-jewelry quality of the dog 
tag make a clear statement of leather pride. Get your dog tag, while sup- 
plies last, at the Minnesota Leather Pride booth at the Twin Cities Pride 
Festival in Loring Park (Saturday and Sunday, June 27 and 28). 

As part of this year's theme, Minnesota Leather Pride invites you to 
share your American Leather Story. Maybe your story is about how you 
discovered your favorite kink. Maybe it's about a great scene you were 
part of. Maybe it's about your first piece of leather or gear, or your first toy. 

The goal of the American Leather Story project is to collect stories, 
post some of them on the Minnesota Leather Pride website (www.mn- 
leatherpride.org), and share them with the Leather Archives & Museum 
in Chicago. Check out the three stories that have already been posted, 
and then make plans to share your story by text, photos, audio, or video. 
For more information, contact Minnesota Leather Pride at yourstory@ 
mnleatherpride.org. 

This year's remaining Minnesota Leather Pride events are as follows 
(see www.mnleatherpride.org for the most up-to-date event information): 

Thursday, May 25: Atons Annual Leather Pride Smoker. EagleBolt 
Bar, 8-10 p.m. 

Friday, May 26: Floggapalooza. See website listed above for location 
and time. 

Saturday, May 27/Sunday, May 28: Stop by the Minnesota Leather 
Pride booth at the Twin Cities Pride Festival. This year's special attrac- 
tion is a display showing the history of Minnesota Leather Pride. Loring 
Park, 10 a.m. — 6 p.m. 

Sunday, May 28: March in the Ashley Rukes GLBT Pride Parade and 
help carry Minnesota's giant Leather Pride flag. Meet at the corner of 
3rd St. S. and Hennepin Ave. by 10:40 a.m. for a group photo; parade 
begins at 11 a.m. в 
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Sale Price: $675,000 


_ FOR SALE 


LAVENDER Magazine Building 
3715 Chicago Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55407-2610 


Amid century two level office building at the NE quadrant of 
Chicago Avenue South and East 38th Street. 


Rock solid and well maintained! Lots of onsite parking! 


Good central location in South Minneapolis on transportation 
corridors with easy access to: 

35W e Abbot Northwestern Medical Campus e Downtown 

Minneapolis e 38th Street light rail station e MSP airport 


Nicely positioned in a revitalizing neighborhood with 
many nearby amenities! 


For more information on this 
property, please contact 


GREG MALTBY 
612-922-0140 e gmalthy@mcremn.com 
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E, EXPERIENCED 
=> ADVERTISING 
w ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE 
WANTED 


Work as an 
Advertising 
Account 
Executive for 
Lavender Media. 


Great 
Commission! 
Fun working 
environment! 


LAVENDER 


Send your cover letter 
and resume to: 
barryOlavendermagazine.com 


MALTBY COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE 
—— aa e 


б 


Ask 
About Our 


> No-Interest 


Financing!* 


а 


MINNESOTA 
EXTERIORS INC 


Call Today for a FREE Estimate! 


*Financing available through Synchrony Financial 


Visit our showroom at E 
8600 Jefferson Highway ve 
MINNESOTA'S 


Osseo, MN 55369 y sro DAMAGE 
Open: Mon. - Fri. 7:30-5:00, EAD Experts JE 


Sat. 9:00-1:00 


763.762.8062 


MinnesotaExteriors.com 


MN LIC BC002877 


© 2015 Minnesota Exteriors Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


4330 Nicollect Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 MN LIC #BC378021 


www.houseliftinc.com 


Ly 
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BY KATHLEEN BRADBURY 
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NATIONAL SENIO 


Jan риш. 65, out and proud player 
for the Lady Loons. ae 


GAMES COMES T 
АМО ! 


If you love the game, you’ rë 


come head-to-head at the 2015 Twin Cities July 3-16. y States Olympic Committee. 


in it for life. For over 10,000 д National Senior Games, the The National Senior Games The organization "promotes 
senior citizens across the coli largest multi-sport competition began in 1987 and is governed health and wellness for adults 
try, being an athlete doesn't: in the world for seniors. This by the National Senior Games 50 and over through education, 


have an age limit. These 


^ year's games, presented by Association (NSGA), a none 
dedicated senior athletes will ` 


Humana, will take place in the profit member of the Unite 


љ А 


fitness, and sport.” Held every 
other year, the National Senior 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 50 
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JUNE 18-20 
| 


Shops at Excelsior & Grand | 3826 Grand Way | St. Louis Park | 952.922.8364 www.StyleByMax.com 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 
— man American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries i 

AM ERICAN FAM [| LY A American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 4649 Bloomington Avenue 
INSURANCE | Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 Minnea polis, MN 


American Family Insurance Company 


E American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio dbartell (Qa mfam.com 
All your protection under one roof * Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 


wwwamfam.com © 2008 612.333.5554 


telOne 


LAVENDER [40 
WELLS 
Ameriprise 6 R h " FARGO 
FRIDAY, JULY 24 e 7:05 PM , А 9 y 
ST. PAUL SAINTS vs. LINCOLN SALTDOGS f ] | 
CHS FIELD e LOWERTOWN ST. PAUL — тапса go als 
Join us before the game for the official C a 18! St art he re 
pre-party at the Tin Whiskers Taproom. 
Only ? blocks from the stadium. 
5:30-7pm e 125 E sth St. St. Paul, MN When you're ready to build on your achievements, our 
trusted bankers are ready to support your personal and 
TI Nt professional goals. Our bankers live and work in your 


WHISKERS 


0—0 B REWI 


community and know that good relationships make us 
all stronger. With our customized tools and services, 
we may help you build a legacy of wealth and success. 


500 Tickets in a Special Reserved Section 


YOUR TICKET INCLUDES: 
Reserved seating in the beautiful new CHS Field 
Great view of the game + Pre-game party 


OUT IN THE STANDS TICKETS: $25 


Order your tickets at LavenderMagazine.com/summerofpride Together we'll go far 


ALSO SPONSORED BY © 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. 


НАТ. Member FDIC. (1203728_12666) 
ELITE lines 


PRIVATE SEARCH Bloomington + St. 
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THE LADY LOONS PRACTICE ONCE РЕВ WEEK AND 
СОМРЕТЕ IN LOCAL BAR LEAGUES IN THE CITIES, 
OFTEN PLAYING AGAINST TEAMS COMPRISED 
OF YOUNGER ATHLETES. 


Games provides an opportu- 
nity for senior athletes to come 
together and enjoy competitive 
play with other active seniors. 

Events such as the National 
Senior Games provide seniors 
with opportunities to remain 
active, which have a vital effect 
on physical health. According 
to the National Senior Games 
Association, the baby boomer 
generation is growing, both in 
numbers and in physical size. 
They state, “Much of the Baby 
Boomer generation currently 
suffers from obesity-related 
chronic conditions...a third of 
Boomers in the U.S. are obese.” 
Along with the growing problem 
of obesity, the NSGA discov- 
ered through surveys that most 
Boomers don't get the recom- 
mended level of aerobic activity 
even though they exercise on a 
daily basis. 

But seniors can become 
more physically active and strive 
to reach their personal best 
through participating in athletic 
activities, which also provide a 
healthy social outlet as well. The 
NSGA believes that “the Senior 
Games Movement offers proof 
that everyone can improve the 
quality of their lives at any age 
by staying active.” Participants 
and fans of the National Senior 
Games inspire each other to 
continue to live in good health 
and fitness, despite society's 
assumptions of the physical 
capabilities of seniors. 

More than 800 events are 
planned for the games, includ- 
ing 19 medal sports and two 
demonstration sports from 
archery and table tennis to 
basketball and triathlon. Partici- 
pants were required to qualify 
through one of 51 NSGA sanc- 
tioned Member State Games 
in 2014. Individuals and teams 
compete within five-year age 
brackets, from ages 50 through 
100+. Though most competitors 
fall between 55 and 80 years 
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Jan, right, with her partner, in a 
"Loonatic" shirt. Photo courtesy 
of Jan Furuli 


old, there are approximately 
100 athletes going strong in the 
90-100+ age range, proving that 
fitness truly can be a lifelong 
journey. 

One athlete represent- 
ing Minnesota and our GLBT 
community is Jan Furuli (65), a 
member of the Minnesota Lady 
Loons softball team. As a life- 
long athlete, Furuli picked up a 
mitt again ten years ago at the 
suggestion of her partner, a die- 
hard sports fan, and joined the 
Metro Senior Softball League. 
Predominantly a male team, the 
Metro Senior Softball League 
gave Furuli an entry point back 
into the game, but she wanted 
to find a team that would satisfy 
her competitive nature. 

Then Furuli found the Lady 
Loons, a 65-and-older women’s 
softball team. She joined the 
team one-and-a-half years ago 
and is able to get even more 
involved on the field. She notes 
that while she can't really com- 
pete with the men in the Metro 
league, she can hold her own 
with all the talented ladies on 
the Lady Loons: “These are gals 
that | can actually compete with 
and play with. It's a difference 
between night and day!” 

As a member of both teams, 


Furuli plays ball several times 

a week and has experienced 
numerous benefits of remain- 
ing active. "I think my morale 

is totally boosted; it honestly 
gives me something to look 
forward to,” she believes. Being 
on teams has impacted Furuli's 
life greatly, especially since she 
has joined the Loons. She adds, 
“| make time for it; that’s my 
priority now. It's a team, and 
you don't want to let down your 
team. You want to be part of 
that success!” 

Additionally, as a cardiac 
nurse, Furuli is also aware of 
the health benefits of being an 
active senior. Though she has 
always been active — enjoying 
hikes, bike rides, and birding 
with her partner — she felt 
herself getting more sedentary 
five years ago. "I could feel my- 
self getting in a rut, but | knew 
that | couldn't let this happen. | 
needed to keep going and keep 
moving.” As she became more 
active, she was able to lose 
weight and gain some muscle. 

The Lady Loons practice 
once per week and compete in 
local bar leagues in the cities, 
often playing against teams 
comprised of younger athletes. 
But the ladies hold their own on 
the field and have only lost one 
bar game this season. Furuli 
adds, “You can put our team 
up against any ‘kid’ team, and 
we can probably beat them. If 
we can't beat them, we will join 
them!” Competing with teams 
of all ages encourages the Lady 
Loons to perfect their game and 
their team ethic. 

All their hard work has defi- 
nitely paid off: the Lady Loons 
have won several huge competi- 
tions, including receiving the 
gold medal in the 2015 Minne- 
sota Senior Games and the gold 
in the 2014 World Huntsmen 
Classic Games in Utah. They 
also won the silver medal in 
two previous National Senior 


Games, and Furuli believes that 
this year is their year to win the 
gold. With the support of their 
fans, the self-proclaimed “Loo- 
natics”, the Lady Loons hope to 
play their best and bring home 
a victory. 

In addition to being a force 
to be reckoned with on the field, 
the Lady Loons have a strong 
sense of camaraderie — on and 
off the field. Furuli notes, “We 
have a total team ethic. This is a 
really competitive team, and we 
play well together. We're like a 
well-oiled machine.” The wom- 
en also host social events and 
engage in community service 
projects as a team, including 
volunteering at local food banks 
and making quilts for people in 
need. 

Furuli is looking forward to 
her first National Senior Games 
with the team. She enjoys how 
the team plays well together 
and strives to be the best they 
can be. “There's no real pres- 
sure, but you are expected to 
perform. If you make a mistake, 
you learn from it and go on.” 

As the Lady Loons face 
several women's teams from all 
over the country, Furuli will be 
keeping an eye out for amazing 
teams she might be able to join 
in the future once she retires. 
Furuli's decision for where to 
retire will be greatly influenced 
by the presence of an excel- 
lent softball team: “If there's a 
women's team, I’m going to be 
there. | will not be stopping until 
I can't play anymore!” 

The Lady Loons and thou- 
sands of other athletes will 
come together for the 2015 Na- 
tional Senior Games presented 
by Humana in Bloomington 
and St. Paul, Minnesota. The 
competition will take place July 
3-16 and is free to the public. 
For more information on how to 
support these inspiring athletes, 
visit www.NSGA.com. ш 


New Porsche Cayenne. Forever fun. 


Inside and out, this vehicle exudes one thing above all 
else: enthusiasm. For life, and for the road. Inside, too, 
there's no shortage of enthusiasm, in both the look and 
feel of the interior. The rising center console and the 
multifunction sports steering wheel also emphasize the 
car's sporting heritage.Test drive one today. 


А new level of utility and performance. 


Porsche Of Minneapolis 

9191 Wayzata Blvd. 

Minneapolis, MN * 763-710-6040 ч 
minneapolis.porschedealer.com PORSCHE 


MORRIES A 
BROOKLYN PARK < 


SUBARU SUBARU. 
7885 BROOKLYN BLVD | b confidence in Motion 
BROOKLYN PARK, MN 55445 


THE PERFECT PAIR 


2015 SUBARU LEGACY 
2015 SUBARU OUTBACK 


JOINED TOGETHER WITH SUBARU'S 


SYMMETRICAL ALL-WHEEL DRIVE SYSTEM FEATURING 96 ABSOLUT COCKTAILS AND 
korre OUR BEST PRICE FIRST, COMPLIMENTARY BOTTLE SERVICE WITH $150 BOTTLES OF 


WOW) RUSMUCHMORE s ABSOLUT, CITRON, RAZ AND OAK 
LIFETIME POWERTRAIN WARRANTY TRES БОМ 


INCLUDED WITH EVERY NEW LEGACY! MES | NA 
JAMESON: ABSOLUT. — = 
763-424-4400 ebrooklynparksubqru.com TRISH WHISKEY Pernod Ricard 
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HOW ОО | AFFORD 
SENIOR LIVING? 


While most people presume 
that senior living care must be 
paid out of their own pockets, it 
is good news to many that other 
methods exist. Everyone has 
unique circumstances that help 
determine how they can best 
fund the senior living options 
selected. Aside from the sale of 
a home or traditional savings, 
you may qualify for some of the 
additional ways that provide 
flexibility and access to resourc- 
es for assisted living financing. 
Here are some that exist. 


GOVERNMIENT FUNDING 
SUPPORT 

Social Security Benefits 

With average Social Security 
benefits of $1,261 per month, 
and maximum benefits of above 
$2,500 per month, this income 
amount helps many seniors 
cover a portion of the costs for 
their care needs. 

Veterans Aid and Atten- 
dance Pension Benefit 

Veterans who served during 
wartime and their spouses may 
be eligible to receive nearly 


$2,000 per month to help de- 
fray the cost of assisted living, 
in-home health care or other 
nonreimbursed medical care 
through the Aid and Attendance 
Program. (See Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) informa- 
tion regarding same-sex mar- 
riage benefits at www.va.gov/ 
opa/marriage.) 

Traditional Medicare 

Medicare is a federally fund- 
ed program designed to cover 
a variety of health care costs 
for those who are aged 65 and 


over. There are no income or 
asset means tests to establish 
eligibility, so this benefit is uti- 
lized by most older Americans. 
There are four distinct parts of 
Medicare: 

Medicare Part A covers 
medically necessary  ser- 
vices like hospital stays, lab 
tests, surgeries, and supplies 
like wheelchairs апа walk- 
ers. Medicare Part A may also 
cover skilled nursing care up 
to 120 days after a 3-midnight 
hospital stay, hospice, and 
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The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


B | etel One ELITE 


VOD! IVATE SEARCH 


Thursday, July 2 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 
FREE 


Burger Moe's 
242 7th St W, St. Paul 


ШІ 


FOUNDING HOST 
PARTNER ORGANIZATION 


HRC Twin Cities 


H0ST ORGANIZATIONS 
OutFront Minnesota, One Voice, 
Twin Cities Quorum, 

MN AIDS Project, Reclaim!, 
Freedom Jazz, Twin Cities Pride, 
The Aliveness Project, 

Mixed Blood Theatre, 

Prime Timers MSP, 
Minneapolis Movie Bears, 
North Country Bears, 
TCGMC, MN Freedom Band, 
HCMCS LGBT & Allies 
Employee Resource Group 


NEED WINDOWS? relax...window quotes in 5 minutes! 


* No Pushy Salesman "meditate, relax, be 


In Your Home one with the universe - 
and never ever allow 
* Lifetime Glass 


Breakage Warranty 


a window salesman 


into your home." 


* No Down Payment 


* No Pricing Games, Fake 


Discounts, or Price Drops y I ` 


(763)350-6647 | ZenWindowsTwinCities.com 


Kline Cares 


About our 

About our Kline Family... 
About our Community... 
About our 


ENHANCING YOUR CAR BUYING EXPERIENCE. 


For special pricing, contact me directly. 


Jessica Katz 
General Manager 


OUR ADDRESS: 

3090 Highway 61 North 
Maplewood, MN 55109 
651-379-4300 


SALES HOURS: 
Monday - Thrusday 8:30 am - 9:00 pm 
Friday - Saturday 8:30 am - 6:00 pm 


SERVICE & PARTS HOURS: 
Monday - Thursday 7:00 am - 8:00 pm 
Friday 7:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Saturday 7:30 am - 3:30 pm 
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some home health services. 

Medicare Part В helps cover 
doctors’ and other health care 
providers’ services, outpatient 
care such as therapy services, 
durable medical equipment, 
and home health care. It also 
covers some preventive ser- 
vices to help maintain health 
and to keep certain illnesses 
from getting worse. 

Medicare Part C offers 
health plan options run by 
Medicare-approved private in- 
surance companies. Medicare 
Advantage Plans provide an 
alternate option for receiving 
benefits and services covered 
under Part A and Part B. Most 
Medicare Advantage Plans 
cover Medicare prescription 
drug coverage (Part D). Some 
Medicare Advantage Plans 
offer extra benefits to attract 
younger and healthier cus- 
tomers, but often restrict care 
to manage the overall cost of 
care expenses. 

Medicare Part D helps 
cover the cost of prescrip- 
tion drugs and is offered 
through Medicare-approved 
private insurance companies. 
Rehabilitation and nursing 
care in  Medicare-licensed 
nursing homes may be cov- 
ered following a day stay in 
a hospital. Medicare Part A 
may cover 100 percent of care 
costs during days 1-20 and 
may cover 80 percent of costs 
for days 21-100. A Medicare 
Supplemental Insurance 
policy often covers the re- 
maining 20 percent of costs 
during days 21-100. Benefits 
for those who have selected 
a Medicare Advantage pro- 
gram will vary according to 
the plan and insurance pro- 
vider chosen. Medicare does 
not generally cover any of the 
costs traditionally offered by 
independent living, assisted 
living, and memory care com- 
munities, other than costs 
of ancillary therapy, home 
health, or hospice services 
that may be needed while 
staying at the community. 
Medicaid 
About 20 percent of the U.S. 

population qualifies for their 
state's Medicaid benefits, with fi- 
nancial eligibility limits based on 
strict asset ($2,000 limit in most 
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states, excluding the value of an 
owned home) and income limits. 
Medicaid is funded with a combi- 
nation of both state and federal 
resources. Sixty percent of those 
in nursing homes across the U.S. 
are eligible for Medicaid ben- 
efits. More than half of all states 
have enacted various types of 
Medicaid-waiver programs to 
provide funding options in the 
lower cost settings of licensed 
assisted living and memory care 
communities. 
CONVERSION OF ASSETS 
TO INCOME 

Life Insurance Settlements 

A life insurance settlement is 
the sale of an in-force life insur- 
ance policy by the policy owner 
to a third party. Instead of con- 
tinuing to pay the premiums, the 
party that purchases the policy 
will be responsible for paying 
the premiums, and will collect 
the proceeds of the policy when 
you die. Unfortunately, individu- 
als often let a policy lapse and 
just stop paying premiums when 
money is tight, not realizing that 
they could have sold the policy 
for an actuarially-based offer. 
The cash settlement received can 
be used for any purpose, includ- 
ing the current funding of your 
care needs. The Life Care Fund- 
ing Group has helped many fam- 
ilies easily and quickly convert a 
life insurance policy into needed 
cash in as little as 30 days. 

Reverse Mortgage 

Reverse Mortgages represent 
a type of loan for homeowners 
over the age of 62 that converts 
the equity saved up in a home 
into an income stream. Be aware 
that these loans have historically 
required relatively high transac- 
tion and administration costs. 

Bridge Loans 

When care needs develop 
today but the time is not right 
to sell a home to help fund the 
needed care, you should consid- 
er a bridge loan or "senior living 
line of credit" from firms such 
as Elder Life Financial. The Elder 
Life Financial Concierge can help 
you learn more about financial 
options, such as an unsecured 
line of credit or secured lending 
options, such as a home loan. 
They can also help you by: 

* Accessing real estate spe- 

cialists that will assist with 
selling your home 


* Working with Veterans Ad- 
ministration to apply for as- 
sisted living benefits, includ- 
ing Aid & Attendance 
Converting your life insur- 
ance policy into a long-term 
care benefit 
Helping you consider a se- 
nior living line of credit. 
This product offers a way 
for retirees to secure credit 
to help pay for senior liv- 
ing. This financial option is 
especially valuable if you 
need time to sell a home or 
other assets in order to pay 
for care or fund an entrance 
fee community initial pay- 
ment. It can also be helpful 
if you are waiting for federal 
benefits to start, such as 
Veteran's Assistance. These 
lines of credit are accepted 
at thousands of communi- 
ties. They allow seniors to 
borrow only what is needed 
on a monthly basis to help 
finance their senior hous- 
ing and care needs and like 
any loan, the line of credit is 
subject to credit approval. 

Private Long-term Саге 
Insurance 

Find the policy and ask your 
insurance agent to help you 
clarify what benefits are avail- 
able to help you afford the se- 
nior living solution you need. 
Approximately 10 percent of 
American seniors have an in- 
force long term care insurance 
policy. These policies often cov- 
er in-home care, adult day care, 
assisted living, and skilled nurs- 
ing care. 
FINANCIAL HELP FROM THE 
KIDS 
The advances of medical tech- 
nology have extended the length 
of life for older adults beyond 
the period of time that they 
planned for, and the reality for 
52 percent of older Americans is 
that they no longer have the in- 
come to meet their basic needs. 
Often their adult children have 
stepped in to help pay for their 
needed care and support. These 
payments have become more 
creative as more family mem- 
bers have needed to fill the gap 
between their parent's income, 
savings, and expenses, using ve- 
hicles such as the following: 

*Giving an annual gift to 

parents of up to $14,000 in 


2013. This can give the par- 
ent a measured sense of in- 
dependence. Be aware that 
such gifts may impact eligi- 
bility for Medicaid or Sup- 
plemental Security Income. 
Direct payment of bills to a 
qualified medical provider 
won't count toward the IRS 
gift limitation — this includes 
payments for hospital or 
physician care, assisted liv- 
ing care, and nursing care. 
Paying bills directly also 
keeps money out of their 
estate to avoid possible tax 
consequences upon their 
death. 
If an adult child covers more 
than half of their parent's 
financial support, the par- 
ent might qualify as a de- 
pendent for the child's tax 
return. 
For parents who struggle 
emotionally with accepting 
direct financial support, the 
answer might be an Inter- 
family Loan that charges 
very low IRS prescribed 
applicable federal interest 
rates. Such loans also avoid 
boosting the parent's estate 
or tax burden. 
Becoming more common- 
place over the last five years 
are "upward trusts" with the 
parents as the named bene- 
ficiaries. The parents live off 
of the income generated by 
the assets without needing 
to or being concerned about 
tapping the core assets. 
Trust attorneys and accoun- 
tants should be consulted to 
create this type of trust. 
SUMMARY 

We hope the information 
you've received helped you bet- 
ter understand not only the myr- 
iad of senior living and service 
options available, but also how 
much each costs and ways you 
can explore to fund your ideal 
senior living solution. Brookdale 
associates are ready to listen, 
seek to understand, and then 
partner with you to customize a 
plan that enriches life today and 
while providing solutions for all 
the places life can go. Please go 
to www.brookdale.com to find a 
near-by Brookdale community if 
you have questions or need help 
navigating your journey. B 
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Custom home designed for 
entertaining! Large rooms, two 


stairways, two decks and two 
patios. Party Room has its own 

furnace and A/C. 3BR, 3BA, 
and a four car attached garage. 


Truly one-of-a-kind! 
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FAITH | BY THOMAS EHNERT 


What Is Spirituality? 


I have a confession to make. When I was 
asked to write a regular column about GLBT 
spirituality, I had to think for a long time about 
what spirituality is! 

You would think someone with a Master of 
Divinity degree would know that! The religious 
tradition of my upbringing didn’t talk about 
spirituality. We talked about the spirit, by which 
we meant the soul. We talked about spiritual life 
as something that came about through the ritu- 
als and teachings of our religious institution. 
But we didn’t talk about spirituality. In fact, we 
honestly tended to scoff at the notion of spiritu- 
ality. People were claiming to be spiritual with- 
out needing our religious teachings and rituals. 
To us, it was unthinkable that there could be a 
spirituality without religion. 

But spirituality and religion most certainly 
are separable. We call it hypocrisy when some- 
one practices religion outwardly, but their spirit 
isn’t in it. So I think it’s very important to know 
that leaving religion, per se, doesn’t equal leav- 
ing spirituality. 

So I needed to get at the heart of that ques- 
tion, “What is spirituality?” Sometimes it helps 
me to talk about what something isn’t. Spiritual- 
ity is the part of us that isn’t physical. Its hun- 
ger isn’t fed by food. Its thirst isn’t quenched 
by water. Its coldness isn’t warmed by fire. Its 
pain isn’t medicated by a drug or a drink or by 
any other substance. It’s intimately connected 
to the five senses, affected deeply by the five 
senses, but it isn't the five senses. 
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Гуе been paying close attention to when 
people talk about spirituality. Almost invariably 
they point to their hearts. Our “spiritual side” is 
the side of us that needs to love and be loved, 
to need and be needed, to fulfill and be fulfilled, 
to have joy and give joy, to be creative and to 
be inspired. 

Where and how one finds all of that is dif- 
ferent for every person. Some find that in a 
religious institution. Others do not. One of the 
tragedies for many of us in the GLBT commu- 
nity is that, because of what we were taught 
about ourselves in a religious tradition, we felt 
excluded from the sense of belonging, com- 
fort, and peace that religion brings others. 
When I was a child, I learned the song, “Jesus 
loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me 
so.” When my religious tradition later taught 
me that the same Bible says people like me 
are gross, evil, disgusting, sinful, and going 
to hell, I stopped believing Jesus loved me. 
How could I? I remember that, when I finally 
came out, I could finally ask pastors the ques- 
tion, “How could God have done this to me?” 
That specific religion robbed me of the spiri- 
tual comfort, joy, hope, and peace it sought to 
bring others. I leave to others the fight over 
what the Bible means or doesn’t mean. I’ve 
stopped fighting. I’ve adopted a non-violent at- 
titude toward my spirit. 

To heal from that really deep wound, I 
needed to leave religion in some ways. But I 
still needed to fill that spiritual void. I found 


my spirituality in music, reading, journaling, 
running outside in the sunshine, meditation, 
playing with my son, coffee with friends, and 
volunteering. Some of us fill that void in joining 
religious institutions that are accepting of us. 
Some of us fill it in the rituals and writings of 
religious institutions that aren't accepting of us, 
but we separate what is harmful from what is 
beneficial. Others of us actively fight for GLBT 
rights. Still others find it in creative outlets, or 
in volunteering. 

Here’s the best advice I can give from my 
own spiritual journey. Ask yourself, “What 
gives me a sense of joy, a sense of peace, a 
sense of purpose, a sense of belonging?” Those 
things are your spirituality. Maybe even that 
word, “spirituality”, is a loaded term for you. 
It is for me sometimes. So then I call it living 
creatively, living naturally, or living holistically. 
Honestly, I most often call it “being the real 
me.” It’s that simple. It’s a return to who I was 
— before the religious teachings of my former 
faith tradition devastated me by teaching me 
there was something intrinsically wrong with 
me as a gay person. 

Just because many of us are not in a reli- 
gious building on a religious day, that does not 
mean we are uninterested in spirituality. Let’s 
look for, embrace, and pursue those things that 
feed our spirits, that bring us a sense of be- 
longing, fulfillment, joy, peace, and wholeness. 
Those are what make up our spirituality. B 
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RIDE REVIEW 


BY RANDY STERN 


PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


2015 Mitsubishi Outlander Sport 


Which automobile is one of the most popu- 
lar ones in our community today? 

Subaru is a correct answer. It is nationally, 
as well as locally; however, there is a different 
truth to tell, especially in the Twin Cities. And, 
this may or may not surprise you: one of the 
most popular vehicles in our local GLBT com- 
munity is a Mitsubishi. 

This is a surprise to those who have been 
watching Mitsubishi's recent history. After 
the debacle of “zero” financing for a year cam- 
paign over a decade ago, Mitsubishi has found 
its stride nationally. Sales are up in the double 
digits, led by the Outlander Sport subcompact 
crossover and the Mirage subcompact hatch- 
back. Locally, the Outlander Sport has been 
leading the charge for its value and all-wheel 
drive option to get through the winter here in 
the Twin Cities. 

Our community has embraced the Out- 
lander Sport, as well. There are many reasons 
why. It is versatile, capable and small enough 
to handle urban traffic. You can park this any- 
where. Plus, its height advantage helps in see- 
ing above the crowd when called for. 

Back in January of 2013, Lavender reviewed 
the Outlander Sport just after a refresh and an 


initial production run at the Normal, Illinois 
plant. A 2015 model arrived with several up- 
dates and upgrades. The most significant news 
on the Outlander Sport is that a whole new 
vehicle segment has been created around it. 
This year alone, five new competitors will join 
Mitsubishi in the subcompact crossover/SUV 
segment. Now that it has company, will it still 
be one of our favorite new vehicles? 

New for 2015 is a pair of LED running lamps 
framing the fog light area on the lower bumper. 
It is that crowning touch that makes the Out- 
lander Sport stand out above the rest. It still of- 
fers the Lancer-influenced blunt front end lead- 
ing a stubby crossover silhouette that speaks 
to practical minds toward its intended use. The 
doors are big — a huge selling point in this seg- 
ment — and the liftgate opens up to clear a tall 
person’s head for loading the cargo hold. 

Most vehicles are sold on looks. The Out- 
lander Sport is no exception. Though it is sort 
of a “cute ute”, it is really all business. Impor- 
tantly, the ground clearance is right for our 
climate: 8.5 inches between the frame and the 
road...or lack thereof. Not to mention, you can 
spot these easily to see where you are parked; 
that is also a huge selling point. 


The changes inside are many compared to 
the last time we had the Outlander Sport. A 
new steering wheel is one, following current 
Mitsubishi design elements. Glossy piano 
black trim on the center stack denotes the 
new GT trim, which raises the luxury and 
sport quotient a notch from before. This is the 
first time we encountered an Outlander Sport 
with leather — a sporty feel with perforated 
cushion and backrest areas. It is a thick hide 
of leather that feels great and looks good with 
contrasting stitching. 

Even better is the latest touchscreen info- 
tainment interface seen on most current Mit- 
subishi models. It is a cleaner screen than be- 
fore with better audio and navigation controls 
for easier setup and quicker response. 

The rest of the Outlander Sport’s interior 
remains the same, familiar and quite good. The 
seating position is now power-adjustable in the 
GT, which opens up plenty of possibilities to get 
comfortable. The seats themselves are big and 
comfortable. A bit more bolstering in the seat- 
back might help to keep us locked in a bit more. 
Room for five is possible. Rear seat comfort is 
very good overall. This tester came with a pan- 
oramic roof with LED lighting accents. Though 
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one would want a sliding part to open up, there 
is an uninterrupted pane of glass to see what's 
above for the passengers' enjoyment. 

Cargo space is generous, starting at 21.7 
cubic feet with all seats up, expanding to 49.5 
cubic feet all the way to the front seats. In all, it 
is a tall and wide space to load up for the jour- 
ney. One thing to keep in mind when loading 
up the rear: watch out for the Rockford Fosgate 
subwoofer, if equipped. 

The infotainment system came with Blue- 
tooth connectivity for audio files and, if enabled 
from your smartphone, Pandora playback. 
Nine Rockford Fosgate speakers take care 
of the rest emitting 710 watts of clean sound 
around the cabin. 

One complaint pundits and Outlander Sport 
owners had was the lack of power underfoot. 
Mitsubishi asked whether more power could 
be achieved with a larger engine or a turbo- 
charged version of the same standard 2.0-liter 
MIVEC four-cylinder mill. For this market, 
Mitsubishi chose the former, the 2.4-liter ver- 
sion of the MIVEC engine. Power goes up to 
168 horsepower, while torque is raised to 167 
pound-feet. Mitsubishi connected this engine 
to the Continuously Variable Transmission and 


offers this in both front-wheel drive and All- 
Wheel Control. Our tester came with AWC, the 
best configuration for us. 

The result was better performance overall. I 
picked up this Outlander Sport GT 2.4 at Road 
America in Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin where it 
was a part of a media event for regional auto- 
motive pundits. Over the course of 328 miles, 
I felt the extra power when it called for it. The 
Outlander Sport did extremely well on lonely 
highways, traffic jams, and just passing up 
long-haul trucks along the way. Passing power 
was definitely improved with the larger engine 
under the hood. The response from the CVT 
was better. This was a good move overall to go 
with the larger engine as an option to the stan- 
dard 148-horsepower 2.0-liter motor. 

When driving the Outlander Sport, you 
will appreciate how well it drives, even with 
the smaller 2.0-liter engine. There had been 
improvements on ride quality thanks to an ap- 
proach toward a balanced ride that absorbs 
bumps and potholes extremely well, even with 
an 8.7-inch ground clearance. That ground 
clearance also yields softer corner with some 
lean and roll through the turns. The steering 
wheel is perfectly weighted for better control 


and on-center feel, yet it adequately provides 
enough effort in turning. It has a tight turning 
radius, which makes getting out of tight situa- 
tions easier. Brakes are very good with good 
power on normal and panic stops. 

One question that was brought up on add- 
ing the larger engine to the Outlander Sport 
was about fuel economy. With the larger en- 
gine, the small Mitsubishi crossover got 25.2 
MPG on average. 

The main reason why many of us bought 
Outlander Sports was because of its overall 
value. The base price for an ES 2.0 model with 
front-wheel drive and a manual transmission 
is $19,545. This GT 2.4 with AWC came fully 
loaded with a sticker price of $30,495. You can 
get the larger 2.4-liter engine in the ES trim 
starting at $21,295. 

The Mitsubishi Outlander Sport has been 
around for quite some time. It is holding up 
very well, even with five new competitors giv- 
ing chase to it. It is also getting better; the larg- 
er engine is proof of this. Any advantage the 
Outlander Sport can get in a growing segment 
will help. After all, it is definitely one of our fa- 
vorite cars these days, a well-deserved position 
for a brand that continues to grow. m 
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DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


Bewitched 


Im wild again, beguiled again / 
A simpering, whimpering child again / 
Bewitched, bothered, and bewildered am I 

“Bewitched, Bothered, and Bewildered” by 
Richard Rogers and Lorenz Hart 

Sometimes, when I'm happy, I like to open a 
bottle of wine, listen to heart-wrenching music, 
and weep. Melancholy only deepens my joyful- 
ness. I have no explanation for this, other than 
I might be crazy. 

Anyway, last night, I was sitting on my back 
porch, listening to the great jazz singers of the 
1940s, working my way through a bottle of cab- 
ernet, and crying like a drunken baby. I was as 
happy as a clam. 

But, suddenly, I had a startling revelation. 
“This is very odd behavior,” I said out loud to 
my dogs, who were sprawled about in various 
states of sloppy repose, not at all shocked by 
the trickle of wine slowly winding down my 
chin. They’ve seen worse. 

“We’ve got to straighten up our act,” I lec- 
tured the dogs. “She can’t see us like this.” 

But then I ignored myself, took another drink 
of wine, and stared into mid-distance for what 
seemed like two hours. This staring into mid-dis- 


tance has been happening a lot lately. It generally 
happens directly after I say her name, conjure her 
image, capture a whiff of her phantom scent. 

In case you geniuses haven't figured it out 
yet, I’m in love. 

This is only a 600-word column, so I’m not 
going to go into specifics on how this all came 
about. Just know that she’s super awesome, 
completely out of my league, and you should 
all be very jealous of my good fortune. 

Instead, Га like to tell you about what it’s 
like to fall in love at age 50. In a nutshell, it’s a 
wonderful mess. It’s very similar to falling in 
love at 20, but there are a few key differences. 
For starters, instead of worrying that your love 
interest will abandon you for another lover, you 
now fret that they might die. 

I don’t consider 50 to be old, and I have 
medical evidence to back this up! At my annual 
checkup, my doctor told me that the medical 
community considers 50 to still be “youngish.” 
(Never mind that she laughed when she said 
it.) Yet, all evidence points to the fact that ГЇЇ 
live only another 30 years or so. Before this 
love thing happened, I felt this was a reason- 
able enough time to eat and drink everything I 


desire and see my share of Broadway musicals. 
But now, suddenly, it seems very short indeed. 

She puts butter in her coffee for some 
nutritional benefit that makes absolutely no 
sense to me, and I’m worried sick that she is 
clogging up her heart. I want to yank the but- 
ter coffee from her, grab her by the shoulders 
and scream, “Don’t die!” But the relationship is 
still awfully new and I fear this behavior might 
scare her off or, frankly, give her a heart attack. 

Another important difference to falling in 
love when you are “youngish” is that it’s almost 
impossible to pretend you’re someone that 
you're not. When you're a kid, it’s easy to tem- 
porarily morph into the person you think would 
most intrigue — and least disgust — your love. 
But at age 50, you realized just how much work 
that is and that you can never sustain the pre- 
tense, so it’s not worth the effort. 

So, as I sat on the porch, considering how 
to become a different person for her, I real- 
ized that my strangeness is fully baked into me 
and can’t be extracted. I’m just a weirdo who 
emotionally manipulates herself with wine and 
music, and she’s slowly committing suicide via 
butter coffee. Yet, I’m completely bewitched. m 


TROLIN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


DEGENERATE! 
DEGENERE! 
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He's a virgin idiot. 
Eurk! 
C'est un idiot vierge. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ACUPUNCTURE OFFICIANTS REAL ESTATE WEDDING PLANNERS 


The Balancing Act Acupuncture & 
Massage. Doing what you love is your 
job. Keeping you in Balance is ours. 
Trans* friendly. 1409 Willow Street, 
Ste. 415, Minneapolis. (612) 584.9967 
www.thebalancingactmn.com. 


COFFEE SHOPS 


Fireroast, a  gay-owned community 
coffee shop. Food & coffee created by 
a staff that cares! Meeting Space with 
a gender neutral restroom. 3800 37th 
Ave S, Minneapolis. (612) 724-9895, 
www.fireroastcafe.com. 


EVENT PLANNING 


Fotobox photo booths are perfect for any 
event. Our professional attendant will 
guarantee your guests have a great time. 
Large booth, props, & everyone gets 
a print. www.fotoboxlive.com/twincities, 
[612] 246-3711. 


HOME FURNISHINGS 


COTTAGE HOUSE * An Occasional Market 
e Next sale: COLOR BLAST - JULY 8, 9, 10, 
11, 12. Wed 1-7, Thur-Fri 10-7, Sat-Sun 10-6 
* 4304 Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. 
www.thecottagehousempls.com. 


JEWELERS 


Read our reviews! At Uniquely Yours 
Custom Designed Jewelry, we create 
unique engagement & wedding rings, 
& more! Expert jewelry restorations 
&repairs. Passion fuels everything 
we create. READ OUR REVIEWS! 
www.uniquelyyourscustomjewelry.com, 
(612) 746-0508. 


Officiant for your personalized sacred 
ceremonies: weddings, memorials, baby 
blessings, home blessings. Contact Diana 
Hansen, a joyful, creative New Thought 
minister at revdmhansen(dyahoo.com or 
(651) 999-9049. 


PRIVATE INVESTIGATIONS 


AUTHENTIC INVESTIGATIONS - 
Professional investigators ^ providing 
services to individuals, corporations, 
insurance companies and attorneys. 
Licensed, bonded, and insured 
in Minnesota and Wisconsin. 
www.authenticinvestigations.com. 
(612) 871-7244. 


REAL ESTATE 


1322 Mississippi River BLVD S: $579,000. 
Immaculate home with stunning view of 
river. 4 BR, 3 BA, central air, new furnace, 
newer roof, hardwood floors, huge deck 
overlooking river, backyard patio. Living 
room perfect for grand piano. 4 car 
garage. Please see it, you'll be glad you 
did! More info, Paula: (651) 329-0069. 
www.1322Mississippi.com. 


Lavender Magazine Building. 3715 Chicago 
Ave S, Mpls. $675,000. A Mid century two 
level office building. Rock solid and well 
maintained! On transportation corridors 
in a revitalizing neighborhood with many 
nearby amenities. Greg Maltby, (612) 922- 
0140 or gmaltbyldmcremn.com. 


CASH BACK HOME PURCHASE! Top 
Minneapolis Gay Realtors Represent You. 
FREE! Choose your Perfect Agent On- 
Line + Receive up to $2500 VISA Gift Card! 
www.GayRealEstate.com/perk or Toll 
Free: 1.888.420.MOVE (6683). 


Non-Sto 


Cruising 


Viewing: 


Elegant Pokegama Lake home in 
Grand Rapids, MN. Beautiful artwork 
and masterfully renovated with gentle 
elevation to lake. Call Chad Simons at (218) 
301-6042 or see the virtual tour at www. 
listingbooster.com/vtour/14023640. 


RENTALS — RESIDENTIAL 


STILLWATER RIVER VIEW HOUSE - 2 
Decks, 1 Bedroom 1 Master Suite. 3 Baths, 
1st Floor Laundry, 1/2 Garage. No Smoking. 
$1650 per month. Available August 1. (651) 
439-2399. 


SOLAR ENERGY 


Life. Powered by the sun. Reduce your 
electric bill with Energy Concepts. Great 
incentives available now for limited time 
for solar electric and thermal! Call for 
free evaluation. www.EnergyConcepts.us, 
(715) 381-9977. 


SPORTS 8 RECREATION 


Join in the fun where you leave your 
troubles and clothes behind. Visit Two 
Creeks Clothing Optional Campground, just 
north of the Twin Cities. Visit 2Creeks.com 
or call (763) 250-1122. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


Stephen Parish C.M.T - (612) 875- 
6677. Therapeutic Massage, www. 
stephenparishmassage.com. $50 for 60 
min. or $75 for 90 min. Now accepting Visa 
and MasterCard. 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 


in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. 


The Crown Room Banquet Center- holiday 
parties, corporate events, wedding 
receptions, and more! An incomparable 
experience complete with outstanding 
food and professional staff to cater your 
event needs. TheCrownRoomRogers.com, 
(763) 428-8181. 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


GUN SHOPS 


HOME SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


МО product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


+ Fully stocked firearms dealer 
+ Indoor shooting facilities 
«Training courses 
Robbinsdale, ММ. 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, MN + 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI • 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


HOME SERVICES 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 60 Years! 


— 


(HAGENS 2252 ) 


FREE Estimates = All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls * 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


PAUL WILLIAMS 


TIRE AND AUTO SERVICE 


An award winning automotive shop in Uptown 
510 W. Lake St., Minneapolis e 612-823-8255 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICEI 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


el 


Home Efficiencies 
Windows „> 


Siding 
Insulation 


Roofing 
Gutters 


e 
i Ша 
INDUSTRY LEADING 


construction inc. 40 YEAR 


It's that easy 


craftsmanship warranty 


SHEEP 


ARCHITECTU 


residential | commercial 


FLORIST 


\ Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 
Flowers enhance your 
summer celebration! 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 
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612.870.4081 shelterarchitecture.com _) 
651-488-4808 Y 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


Uptown 


PLUMBING * HEATING + COOLING 


We're your expert home heating, 
cooling and plumbing company. 
612-424-9349 
uptownheatingandcooling.com 


X TERIOR 


NHANCEMENTS 


(952) 881-1503 ° www.exteriorenhancements.com - 


HOMECARE 


RESTORATION ° RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE ¢ REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE + DECKS • PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELING.COM 
TODD On Lee 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


z E N wo I N po м 5 


Need WINDOWS? 


NO SALESPERSON • NO PRESSURE 
NO DEPOSIT e NO GIMMICKS LIFETIME WARRANTY 


relax. window quotes in 5 minutes 
steve@zenwindows.com zenwindowstwincities.com (763) 350-6647 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
ө painting & repairs 
ө other home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


Serving you for 100 years! zsixce 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM €: 3272MB 


THE NETWORK 


INSURANCE 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 +» Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


FARMERS 


Coverage that goes far 
beyond the driveway 


Deb Streeter 


Insurance Agency 


for 
FARMERS 


INSURANCE 


952-853-9077 
dstreeter@farmersagent.com 
www.farmersagent.com /dstreeter 


ew» StateFarm iN 


Davina Baldwin 
Š, Ñ 


www.davinabaldwin.com 

763.535.4788 

6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 

davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


REAL ESTATE 


COLDUJOLL 
P 


Л BURNET 


Making Dreams Соте Home**| 
www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 an 


christopher j friend 
urban realtor 


Edina Realty. 


Scott Belcher esu 
612-805-8880  menenoi iv es resis ta 
scottbelcher.com 


SCOTT HAUBRICH 


BROKER 
612-298-5400 


SCOTT@BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


Call me for your FREE Market Analysis 


REAL ESTATE 


KELLERWILLIAM 
Charming 3 bedroom/3 bath, 1 1/2 story home in the 
Diamond Lake neighborhood. Newer Low-E windows, 

HE furnace, upgraded electrical to 200 amp, new carpet in 
upper/lower level room, refinished wood floors on main level. 
Must See! $222,500 
Shannon Lindstrom ° 612-616-9714 * MPLSUrbanLiving.com 


5809 Hansen Rd., Edina 
High tech, green features, great layout for 
entertaining, new upgrades and amenities 
throughout. Top to bottom renovation. $725,000 


612-294-0447 
AR 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


GOLF COURSE 


9750 COUNTY RD. 24 
WATERTOWN, MN 55388 =, 


WWW.TIMBERCREEKGOLFMN.COM 


Advertise your 
business in 


THE NETWORK 


Call 
612-436-4698 


A 


ADVERTISER INDEX 


Adult 
MegaMates. 
Squirt- PressNet, In 


Arts & Entertainment 
Ginger Minj 
Hennepin TI 
Jungle Theater.. 
Minnesota Orchestra ... 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts... 


Radio E FIO AAA 


Automotive 


Morrie's Brooklyn 
Carousel Porsche... 


Bars & Nightlife 
19 Bar 
Gay 905 .. 
Union Rooftop . 


Beauty & Relaxation 
Good Look Ink. 


Beverages 
AA Chet tts 


Computer & Internet 
SRI «ceti 


Dating Services 
Elite Private Search ................. 


Department Stores 
Macy's. 


Event Venues & Services 
D'Amico & Partners 


Events 
Lavender First Thursday 
Minnesota State Fai 


Financial 
Edward Jones 
ROR Tax Professionals. 
US Bank........... 
Wells Fargo Bank.. 


Gifts 
Fantasy Gifts... 


Health & Wellness 
Boulevard Chiropracti 


Home Furnishings & Accessories 
Frameworth: 


Home Services 
AAA Movers... 
House Lift Remodel 
Metro Heating & Cooling 
Minnesota Exteriors Inc. 
SCC Kitchen Bath & H 
Twin Cities Closet Co... 


Insurance 
Bartell, Dawn ... 


Wedding Day Diamonds. 


Legal 
Cloutier Law Office: 


Robichaud & Alcantara, P.A....... 


Media & Communications 
AM950 Radio. 


Mortgage 
First Equity Mortgage... 
Alerus Mortgage .. 


Real Estate & Rentals 
Donavon Keeney... 
McGee, Michael... 
One Ten Grant Ap 
Renters Warehouse. 
Spara Really ... 
Vue Apartment Homes 


Restaurants 
Burger Moe’ 
IceHouse. 
Jakeeno 
The Loop Bar + Restauran 


Sports & Recreation 
North Star Gay Rodeo............. 


Travel & Accommodations 
Water Street Їпп........................... 


Wedding Resources 
Gretchen Berry Design Со........ 
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Community Connection 
brings visibility to local GLBT- 
friendly non-profit organiza- 
tions. To reserve your listing 
in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden Betty Ford 
Foundation 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease 
of addiction. 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7810 


www.hazelden.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 


and wellness of LGBTQ communities 


through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 
AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 
(800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day health / mental health 
treatment program for adults living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th St., Ste. 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
page/park_house_home 


Red Door Services CAPS 
Program 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic. Get connected to HIV care, 
support, and services. 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-3307 


www.capsprogram.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Longfellow Business 
Association 

Shop the Minnehaha Mile- For 
vintage, one-of-a-kind, upcycled and 
rediscovered treasures. 

4049 Minnehaha Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55406 

(612) 293-6863 


www.longfellowbusinessassociation.org 


EVENT VENUES 

Minneapolis Municipal 
Building 

Exchange your wedding vows 
surrounded by stained glass 
windows & carved ltalian 

marble. Intimate. Historic. Classic. 
350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 596-9518 
www.municipalbuildingcommission. 
org/Weddings 


McNamara Alumni Center 

An architecturally-stunning venue on 
the University of Minnesota campus. 
D'Amico Catering, parking ramp, 
adjacent hotel. 

200 Oak St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 624-9831 


www.mac-events.o rg 


FOUNDATIONS 


The Minneapolis Foundation 
Celebrate with us a century of civic 
engagement, diverse community 
building, and prosperity for all. 
www.mpls100.org 


HEALTH 8 WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental 
Illness) 

Providing free classes and peer 
support groups for people affected 
by mental illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 


www.namihelps.org 


Reclaim! 

Working to increase access to 
mental health support for queer and 
transgender* youth. 

3217 Hennepin Ave. S., Ste. 2 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 235-6743 
http://www.reclaim-lgbtyouth.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 


www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your vacation 
plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Free admission every day. Located 
on the Green Line. Contemporary 
and early American modernism art. 
333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


MUSIC 


MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coveroge, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 

480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 290-1500 


www.mpr.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
CANTUS 


“The premier men's vocal ensemble 
in the United States.” - Fanfare 
Magazine 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 435-0055 


www.cantussings.org 


Children's Theatre Company 
North America's flagship theatre 
for young audiences and families, 
offering year-round live theatre for 
ages 2-18. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 


www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Musicals and plays about the 
people and events that make up the 
American experience. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4944 


www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for 
developing artists and new work 
while sparking conversation about 
challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for 
artistic excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. 4th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 
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Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating 
innovation in the arts, performance, 
and academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


One Voice 

Minnesota’s LGBTA Chorus. 
Building community and creating 
social change by lifting our voices 
in song. 

732 Holly Ave., Ste. Q 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 298-1954 


www.www.onevoicemn.org 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Phoenix Theater 

Comedy, Tragedy, and the stuff in 
between. Offers theater, music, late 
night events, and more. 

2605 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 377-2285 


www.phoenixtheatermpls.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
All God's Children 
Metropolitan Community 
Church 

A radically inclusive community 
committed to being All God's 
Children FOR all God's children! 
3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agcmcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 
Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, 
peace, community and proclaiming 
God's YES to all. 

A113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fecminneapolis.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

It's a new day at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Hospitality. Beloved Community. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


New Life Presbyterian Church 
Inclusive Christian faith community 
daring to live in Jesus” transforming 
love. Come and see. 

965 Larpenteur Ave. W. 

Roseville, MN 55113 

(651) 488-5581 


www.newlifechurchroseville.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

St. Mark's Welcomes You. 

519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church (ELCA) 

Wingspan Ministry, Pastoral Care 
for the GLBT community, Education, 
Music, Witness and Advocacy 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 
(651)224-3371 


www.stpaulref.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all 
people regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender identity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 
Minnesota State Fair 


The “Great Minnesota Get-Together” 


provides a world-class showcase 
that is innovative, entertaining and 
fun. 

1265 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 288-4400 


www.mnstatefair.org 


TRAVEL 

Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Distinctive 


lodging. Shop / Dine / Cruise / Art 


Galleries / Nightlife. 


Stillwater, MN 55082 
(651) 351-1717 


http://www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Explore Minnesota 

Celebrating the unique experiences, 
great places 3 rich culture that can 
only be found in Minnesota. 

121 7th Place E 

Metro Square, Ste. 100 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(888) TOURISM 


www.exploreminnesota.com 


Meet Minneapolis Convention 
& Visitor Association 

Meet Minneapolis markets 
Minneapolis as the premier 
convention, leisure, weddings and 
group destination. 

250 Marquette Ave. S. #1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 767-8000 


www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. 
Hotels and B&Bs. Attractions and 
events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 


www.visitduluth.com 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 65 


OUR VOICES 


THROUGH THESE EYES | BY JUSTIN JONES 


Uncle Bobby, Uncle Johnny, and my father 
are sitting in my grandparents' living room 
watching NASCAR. I don't understand the ap- 
peal of boringly designed cars — however col- 
orful, however fast — looping around a track 
for hours on end. I am six years old, however, 
and the macabre piques my boyish interests. I 
watch for the accidents. 

My grandmother is in her kitchen, where 
she stands over her stove with one hand on 
her hip and the other on the handle of a skil- 
let. Fried chicken sizzles inside. She studies it 
and the contents of neighboring pots: salt-cov- 
ered green beans and black-eyed peas (fresh 
shucked, by yours truly), collard greens 
mixed with pieces of bacon, and homemade 
gravy and mashed potatoes soaked in but- 
ter. She cracks open the oven occasionally to 
check on the cornbread. 

The kitchen is dangerous territory this 
time on Sundays. You're welcome to the Frigi- 
daire for sweet tea, but you'll do well to stay 
out of Mama's way. My mother knows this, 
but she knows no bounds. She hovers over my 
grandmother, asking pointless questions and 
sharing flimsy gossip. 

“Get the hell out of my kitchen, Susie,” my 
grandmother demands as she shoos my moth- 
er away with a dish rag. My mother laughs and 
shuffles into the living room. 

On the front porch two of my aunts, Uncle 
Bobby's girlfriend-often-years, and my grandfa- 


Sunda 
After Ch 


ther sit on rocking chairs. My grandfather reads 
the Sunday funnies with a pipe hanging out of his 
mouth and fresh tobacco at his side. He drops 
the front of the paper to tell me a rhyme every 
time I stop by. I wonder how he knows so many. 

My aunts watch my cousins and neigh- 
bor kids playing in the front yard with plastic 
swords and capes fashioned from pillowcases. 
Im busy chasing my teenage brother's girl- 
friend around his Mustang, my brother's first- 
ever car and the pride of his life. He watches 
nervously from the top of the driveway with 
my older cousins, who talk about things I’m 
told Pm too young to hear. They move away 
when Aunt Barbara's green Mercedes pulls in. 
She and Uncle Dennis (the most glamorous 
members of the family) are visiting from Fort 
Lauderdale. I dart toward the car. 

“Justarino!” Dennis calls as he exits the car. 
He’s called me this since I can remember; the 
nickname sounds right coming only from him. 

“Hey my little darlin’,” my aunt says as 
I throw my arms around her sundress. She 
smells like I imagine movie stars smell: flow- 
ery and rich. 

“Did you bring me a souvenir?” I call all 
gifts received from Aunt Barbara “souvenirs” 
regardless of their origin. 

“Maybe,” she says. “Let me on to say hello 
to everyone.” I watch her walk toward the 
house, her dress dancing in the wind, and feel 
Dennis’ hand rub my head as he passes me by. 


S 
arch 


Today is no special occasion. My aunt vis- 
iting is incidental. The goings on — especially 
the coming clamor over lemon meringue pie 
and chocolate yellow cake — are Sunday rou- 
tine at my grandparents’ house. These are 
traditions in motion, simplicities that make us 
whole, southern charms and delicious stereo- 
types. We remind ourselves on Sundays that 
we don’t have much, but we’ve got enough; 
we've got each other. 

Advance our portrait of Sundays at my grand- 
parents' house ten years and NASCAR fades to 
black, the fried chicken stops sizzling, my moth- 
er stops her mischief, the rocking chairs stop 
rocking, my grandfather's rhymes grow silent, 
and we begin to disappear. From the porch swing 
and the rocking chairs, from the living room and 
the kitchen, from the driveway and the yard, 
members of my family vanish one after another. 
We are lost to death — so much death — to con- 
finement, to rebellion, to abandonment. Hearses 
arrive and depart, people age and disappear, we 
become strangers and enemies, the yard grows 
unkempt and a For Sale sign sprouts at its edge. 
An endless night kidnaps my family. 

I grew up watching the love around me 
collapse. I experienced enough warmth and 
comfort as a child to know how wonderful life 
could be, and enough tragedy to underline the 
highs. For this I can only be thankful, because 
I know what the world can be, and I strive ev- 
ery day to rebuild and make it so. B 
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HIV+? 
On treatment? 
CD4 not going up? 


Join a study at the University of Minnesota 
that is using an innovative new therapy to 
boost CD4 cells and restore normal immunity. 


Call today and see if you qualify. 
612-625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Driven to Discover” 
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12 ASP AND 12 NICHTS!” 


Grandstand Concert Series sponsored by S sl eep Y number. 


Def Leppard ° Carrie Underwood ° Alan Jackson 
Happy Together Tour 2015: The Turtles featuring Flo & Eddie, The Association, 


Mark Lindsay- Former lead sing of Paul Revere & The Raiders, The Grass Roots, 


The Cowsills, The Buckinghams ° Meghan Trainor ° Patti LaBelle 
Lynyrd Skynyrd • A Prairie Home Companion- Garrison Keillor 
Amateur Talent Contest Finals ° Merle Haggard ° Kris Kristofferson 
Styx ° Tesla ° Native Run ° Brandy Clark ° Charlie Puth 
Life of Dillon ° the Commodores ° Collective Soul ° Sturgill Simpson 


Get Jicheta?! Visit etix.com or call 800-514-3849 


Nightly Fireworks presented by Y гпалдоа 


w BANDSHELL ТОМІ 


FREE WITH ADMISSIONI! 


Gaelic Storm • Terri Clark • / 
Lou а e Voice of Foreigner” • R 
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For a complete lineup, visit mnstatefair.org. 


